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“ JBS Stoneware Mug 
Promote the JBS in style with this classy, royal 
blue, handcrafted stoneware mug. 16 0z., dish- 
washer and microwave safe, made in the USA! 
(2023, $25.00ea) MUGJBSST 


TNA Ceramic Mug 

This stable, attractive mug with the official TNA logo, 
slogan, and internet address is a great way to adver- 
tise The New American magazine to your associates 
at the office and your family and friends at home. 
(1/$14.95ea; 2+/$13.95ea) MUGTNA 


Elite Engraved Soft Touch Paragon 


47 Pens 
JBS blue pen with white lettering — The John Birch Society plus the 
website and phone number. (1/$2.95ea; 2-4/$2.25ea; 5+/$2.00ea) 
PENJBS23 
TNA red pen with white lettering — The New American plus the 
website and phone number. (1/$2.95ea; 2-4/$2.25ea; 5+/$2.00ea) 
PENTNA23 


The Life and Words of Robert Welch 


Learn about Robert Welch, a man who learned to read at age 
two, entered college at 12, struggled to success in industry, 
and launched a movement that ultimately became the largest 
force against communism and collectivism in the entire world. 


(2020ed, 332pp) 

HB (1/$19.95ea; 2-4/$18.95ea; 5-11/$15.95ea; 12-23/$12.95ea; 
24+/$9.95ea) BKLWRWHB 
PB (1/$14.95ea; 2-4/$13.95ea; 5-15/$10.95ea; 16-31/$8.95ea; 
32+/$5.95ea) BKLWRWPB 
HB and PB set ($29.95ea) SETBKLWRW 


Historical Prints — Set of Six 

Includes three documents (Declaration of Independence, 
Bill of Rights, and Constitution), two paintings, and a Call to 
Arms print. ($39.95ea) HISPRINTS 


The Constitution Is the Solution 
Lecture Series w/ Manual & 
Lecture Guide CD + Lecture 
Materials Packet 


Most Americans are not taught what's in the Constitution, 

nor are they aware of its limitations on government that have helped make America great. 
With this lecture series from The John Birch Society, you can help teach this and lead con- 
cerned Americans into activism. Materials Packet includes Agenda 2030 and You booklet, 
Dollars & Sense booklet, Declaration of Independence/Constitution in pocket size, Republics 
& Democracies booklet, A Republic, if You Can Keep It booklet, Restoring the Rights of the 
States/People booklet, Dollars & Sense DVD, Change It or Obey It? DVD, Overview of America 
DVD, The NeoConservatives 2-DVD set, and The JBS Agenda booklet (2017ed, 339 total 
minutes, 1-4/$45.00ea; 5-9/$35.00ea; 10-19/$29.00ea; 20+/$22.00ea) DVDSCSCMP 


era Order online at ShopJBS. 


| #5 ai| org or call 1-800-342-6491 
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meee 2024 JBS Calendar 
Wreerees § Plan your activism activities with this new JBS 
Sodje, monthly calendar. It includes available start and 
Pepi end dates for state legislatures and valuable coupon 

4 » FLAGS codes, exclusive to calendar buyers, for ShopJBS. 
; rs org! Made in the USA! (1/$7.95ea; 2-4/$6.95ea; 
5+/$5.00ea) CALJBS24 


JBS Eagle Lapel Pin 


Start a conversation by wearing this pin, and aid your recruiting efforts. Also a 
great product for chapter leaders to use as a welcome gift to new members. Made 
in the USA! (1/$4.95ea; 2-4/$3.95ea; 5-9/$3.00ea; 10+/$2.50ea) JPINJBSE 


We the People Lapel Pin 

Make your allegiance known by wearing this pin on your suit jacket, tie, vest, or 
hat. Makes for a great inexpensive giveaway during outreach activities. Made in 
the USA! (1/$7.95ea; 2-4/$6.95ea; 5+/$5.95ea) JPINWTP 


The Robert Welch Presentations — 
Six-DVD Set 


The Robert Welch Presentations capture the best of Welch’s uniquely 
prophetic speeches from 1959 to 1974. These speeches established 
the philosophical foundation and grassroots organization of The John 
Birch Society and provided the impetus for today’s rapidly growing 
movement to restore freedom under the Constitution. The set includes 
six DVDs: 1. The Life of John Birch; 2. An Intro to the JBS, What Is the 
JBS, and An Invitation to Membership; 3. A Touch of Sanity; 4. The 
Truth in Time; 5. In One Generation — Part 1; 6. In One Generation 
— Part 2, Look at the Score. (2009ed, 553 total minutes, $29.95ea) 

DVDSRWP 


The Federalist & How to Read the 
Federalist — Book Set 


The Federalist is a powerful tool for educating others about the 
Constitution — and, ultimately, getting them to take action and 
defend it. How to Read the Federalist is a must-read introduction to 
The Federalist, but it also demonstrates the continuing relevance of 
the principles that guided the Founders in creating the Constitution 
to the modern challenges of the Deep State that we continue to face 
today. (2023, 454 pp + 72 pp) 

Paper back set (1/$37.99ea; 2+/$34.99ea) SETBKTFPB 
Hard back set (1/$64.99ea; 2+/$59.99) SETBKTFHB 


Webster’s 1828 American Dictionary 
of the English Language 


Noah Webster’s dictionary defines words as they were understood 
during the Founding Era (making it a prerequisite to understanding 
America’s founding documents) and within a biblical context. Facsimile 
of the original. (2,000pp, hb, 1-4/$74.95ea; 5+/$70.95ea) BKD1828 


Birchtionary 

Designed for John Birch Society activists, this pocket-size booklet defines words 
and terms used by JBS members. Entries range from JBS “in-house” terminol- 
ogy to words pertaining to the globalist agenda that are relatively unknown 
to most Americans. Perfect for new members. (2018, 53pp, 1-9/$3.95ea; 
10-49/$3.70ea; 50-74/$3.45ea; 75-99/$3.20ea; 100+/$2.95ea) BKLTJBSB 
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POOL, SPA, AND PATIO PRODUCTS 


Nearly 200 people work at our factory near Niagara Falls, New York 
OF AMERICANS where they operate some of the largest blow molding machines 
in frow veces in the world to make a wide variety of products that serve the 
PROOUCT backyard leisure industry. Our Confer-branded products have a 
strong reputation built on innovation, quality, safety, and service. 


Pool Ladders 

We've always been a leader when it comes to 
safety. Features such as the patented Roll-Guard 
enclosure on this ladder give parents the peace 
of mind they need to know that their children 
can't enter their swimming pool when it is 
unsupervised. 


Pool Steps 
We dominate the industry with new and innovative 
styles of steps that are always in tune with safety, 


We are also a custom manufacturer. We have attractiveness, durability, and affordability. 


helped countless inventors and entrepreneurs 
achieve their American Dream by allowing them 
to transform their ideas into reality. To learn 
more about what we can do for your business, 
visit our website at ConferPlastics.com and 
check out the capabilities and sample gallery 
pages. 


Spa Cabinetry 

Our panels and corners give spa 
manufacturers an attractive, durable 
finish to their hot tubs, providing a super 
alternative to the wood and extrusion 


FO R MO RE INFORMATION panels of old. We also provide these panels 


If you'd like to learn more about our pool and as retro-fit kits to consumers who want to 


spa products and how to find a dealer for them, dress up their hot tub. 


or perhaps you'd like to buy direct one of our 


bistro table sets, visit us at ConferPlastics.com . 
Bistro Table Sets 


= To celebrate a half century of business, we've 
. reintroduced this patio table set which is available 
> Confer Plastics Headquarters for consumer-direct purchase on our website. 
97 Witmer Road ‘| Made to withstand the elements, our patio table 
North Tonawanda, NY set will stand the test of time. The 4 barstools 
14120-2421 and 30" round table are easy to assemble and 
easy to maintain 


Tel: 1-800-635-3213 | E-mail: plastics@ConferPlastics.com |! Web: www.ConferPlastics.com 
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Quality Products 


Quality starts at the beginning. 
From the selection of materials, 
through the painting process, 
and on through manufacturing, 
producing the highest quality 
part is our first priority. 


Industry Leaders 


Since 1972, we've been 
providing innovative solutions 
to the seamless gutter industry 
through expanded product lines, 
quality control, and the most 
State-of-the-Art equipment. 


Superior Service 


We are fully committed 

to fulfilling the needs of 
seamless gutter contractors 
every day with reliable parts, 
coupled with quick and 
accurate service. 


“\We are called the nation of inventors. And we are. We could still claim that title and wear its 
loftiest honors if we had stopped with the first thing we ever invented, which was human liberty.” 
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FROM THE PUBLISHER. 


History: The Anchor of Civilization 


Some who think of such things will say 
that they feel the weight of history, and 
they deplore it. This view makes the very 
legacy of the ages of civilization nothing 
but mere oppression of the present, and 
perhaps a danger to the future. You may 
have guessed that those who hold this 
view are largely of our modern “liberal” 
class who point accusingly to the past 
from the velvet cushions of their gilded 
lives and cry injustice. For these — the 
haughty, self-centered, pampered, and 
tamed of the elitist class — history is to 
be overcome at first and then erased at 
last as a necessary step in the construc- 
tion of a future Marxist paradise. 

Contrary to this unpleasant and despi- 
cable viewpoint, the reality of history 
is that it is much more like gravity, an- 
choring our perceptions to the unshifting 
ground of truth while holding together 
the planetary systems of our families, the 
galaxies of our culture, and the universe 
of our civilization. For the Marxists, this 
— the ultimate power of history — must 
be obfuscated at the least, or overturned 
entirely within the minds of men, so that 
the blasphemous utopia of their dreams 
might be built of the cold iron and steel 
of the now. 

Ironically, if our present Marxist “lib- 
eral” intelligentsia has its way, what they 
will deliver to the world is not the new 
earthly paradise that figures both in their 
yearning propaganda and in their fever 
dreams, but a new dark age of despair 
and destruction. The curtain was pulled 
aside on this in the wake of the death of 
George Floyd in Minneapolis, when the 
demonic rage of the Marxist barbarian 
mindset was loosed in a torrent of terror, 
fire, and destruction on the innocent cit- 
ies of the Republic. 

Rather than being a weight to be cast 
off, then buried 


and forgotten, history is our inspiring 
memory of the blood, sweat, toil, and 
tears of our past generations, expended 
to the last in the building of our fami- 
lies, cities, culture, and civilization. It 
is the record of achievement that should 
inspire us today. 

Perhaps beyond any other holiday, 
Christmas is the time when reflection on 
the achievements of the past is most salu- 
tary. In this issue of The New American, 
we engage in just this sort of reflection, 
first with our cover story by executive 
senior editor Steve Bonta, who takes you 
back in time to the Carolingian Renais- 
sance and the stunning Christmas corona- 
tion of Charlemagne. The key importance 
of this story, though, is not necessarily 
the coronation itself, but the recognition 
of the civilizational impact of that event 
via its symbolic representation of the im- 
portance of the Carolingian achievement 
both in advancing European civilization 
in its cultural and political spheres, and 
in furthering the cause of Christendom 
writ large. 

Also in this issue, Father James Thorn- 
ton — a priest in the Orthodox tradition 
— takes a look at the life and work of 
none other than the great Saint Nicho- 
las. As you will read from Fr. Thornton, 
during his life Nicholas was renowned 
for his Christian generosity, and that 
reputation comes down to us even in the 
present day as we commemorate him as 
Santa Claus — derived from the Dutch 
Sinterklaas. For those who erroneously 
and occasionally maliciously state that 
“there is no Santa Claus,” Fr. Thornton’s 
reflections on the beloved fourth-century 
Bishop of Myra are a potent and inspiring 
corrective. 

From The New American, I wish you 
all a happy, merry, and joyful Christmas. 

— Dennis Behreandt 


jt 
_IR] 


RAFFIN 


CONSTRUCTION CO. 


PROPERTIES 


py yr rte 


Serving the Chicagoland area for over 90 years 


744 EAST 113TH ST. e CHICAGO, IL 60628 e (773) 785-3055 
WWW.RAFFINCONSTRUCTION.COM 


INSIDE LRAGK. 


Wife of lowa Politician Convicted of Ballot Stuffing 


In Iowa, the wife of a county supervisor who wanted to help her 
husband secure the Republican nomination for Congress in the 
2020 election was convicted on November 21 of 52 counts of 
voter fraud. 

Fox News reported on November 23 that Kim Phuong Taylor, 
49, was found guilty of utilizing a ballot-stuffing scheme for the 
benefit of her husband, Woodbury County Supervisor Jeremy 
Taylor, with a federal jury in Sioux City convicting her on three 
counts of fraudulent registration, 23 counts of fraudulent voting, 
and 26 counts of providing false information in registering and 
voting. She faces a maximum of five years in prison for each 
count. Jeremy has reportedly not been charged, but has been 
named as an unindicted co-conspirator. 

Kim first committed voter fraud in the 2020 primary race in 
which her husband was running for Iowa’s 4th Congressional 
District. He ended up coming in a distant third place, but then 
ran for Woodbury County supervisor in the 2020 general elec- 
tion. Kim committed fraud again — and this time, Jeremy won. 

According to prosecutors, Kim, who is a native of Vietnam, 
approached various ethnically Vietnamese voters who had lim- 
ited English skills and proceeded to fill out and sign their ballots 
and election forms, as well as those of their English-speaking 
children. 

Prosecutors said Kim induced others to submit dozens of ab- 
sentee ballots, voter registration forms, and absentee ballot re- 
quest forms with false information; filled out and signed the voter 


forms of some voters without their permission; and told others 
that they could do the same for relatives who weren’t present. 
The Associated Press noted on November 21 that county of- 
ficials were alerted to the fraud scheme when election workers 
processing absentee ballots noticed that a number of them had 
similar handwriting. Although no one testified to witnessing Kim 
sign any of the documents, authorities were able to piece together 
the situation based on the handwriting and the fact that she was 
present in each voter’s home when the forms were completed. 
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Congressmen Retiring Over Frustration With “Broken” System 


Not only is the American public fed 
up with Congress, but many con- 
gressmen are just as frustrated — 
and are opting to jump ship. A No- 
vember 22 article in The Hill noted 
that 30 members of the House — 19 
Democrats and 11 Republicans — 
say they won’t run for reelection in 
the next cycle. Some of the lawmak- 
ers claim the system is “broken” and 
that work cannot be accomplished in 
the current culture. ; 
About half of the retirement an- > = | 
nouncements were made in October 
and November amid the fallout of the 
heated speaker battle in the House, which saw Representative Mike 
Johnson (R-La.) end up with the speaker’s gavel after a brutal fight 
within the GOP during which RINOs (Republicans In Name Only) 
and conservatives shot down each other’s preferred candidates. 
According to The Hill, representatives leaving include Ken 
Buck (R-Colo.), Anna Eshoo (D-Calif.), Brian Higgins (D-N.Y.), 
Bill Johnson (R-Ohio), Derek Kilmer (D-Wash.), Debbie Lesko 
(R-Ariz.), and Adam Schiff (D-Calif.). Plus, “Rep. Sheila Jack- 
son Lee (D-Texas) is running for Houston mayor, and Rep. Dean 
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Phillips (D-Minn.) is mounting a 
longshot bid for the Democratic 
nomination for president. Both, 
however, can remain in Congress 
and run for reelection if they lose 
or drop out of their other races,” 
continued the paper. 

The retirements may have a 
profound effect on the makeup 
of the next Congress. With a slim 
Republican majority, the 2024 
election could easily result in 
either a Democratic majority or 
a bigger GOP majority. Because 
incumbents are more likely than 
newcomers to win, the loss of many incumbents creates a sce- 
nario where anything can happen. 

This could give way to a new generation of elected officials 
who are less willing to compromise when it comes to defend- 
ing the Constitution. The key, of course, is how informed voters 
are. Without the proper understanding of the Constitution and 
our system of government, there is no reason to expect that the 
newcomers who fill open seats will be any better than the repre- 
sentatives they replace. 
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New Jersey to Ban New Gas-powered Cars by 2035 


New Jersey has announced a plan to ban the sale of new gasoline- 
powered automobiles by 2035. The Associated Press reported on 
November 21 about the announcement by Governor Phil Murphy, 
a Democrat, and Shawn LaTourette, commissioner of the state’s 
Department of Environmental Protection. 

Restrictions on new gas-powered light-duty vehicles will begin 
in New Jersey in model year 2027, and ramp up to a complete ban 
on new gas-powered vehicle sales by 2035. The new rule does 
not ban ownership of gas-powered vehicles, nor does it ban the 
sale of used cars that run on fossil fuels. 

Murphy even claimed that the ban isn’t actually a ban: “[The 
tule] does not ban gasoline cars, nor does it force consumers to 
buy EVs [electric vehicles]. [It] will provide certainty to vehicle 
manufacturers, suppliers, utilities, and charging infrastructure 
companies to make the long-term investments that will be cru- 
cial to large-scale deployment of light-duty ZEVs [zero-emission 
vehicles] and consumer choice.” (In other words, it’s not a ban 
on gas cars, it only forces manufacturers to stop producing them 
if they wish to sell cars in New Jersey.) 

Thus far, New Jersey consumers haven’t been keen to pur- 
chase EVs. “Governments can mandate and auto manufacturers 
can build, but none of these goals will be met if consumers don’t 
buy the vehicles,” Jim Appleton of the New Jersey Coalition of 
Automotive Retailers told news station New Jersey 101.5 on No- 
vember 21. He noted that many consumers “are still put off by 


the high price” of EVs: While base models for new gas-powered 
vehicles typically begin around $15,000, prices for new electric 
vehicles start at about $40,000 for base models, and with more 
accessories can easily top $100,000. Plus, the infrastructure to 
charge electric vehicles is not yet available, with charging sta- 
tions being few and far between. 

The Garden State joins several others in putting the climate 
cart in front of the fossil-fuel horse, with California, Connecti- 
cut, Maryland, Massachusetts, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, 
Vermont, Virginia, and Washington having created similar rules. 
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Eric Adams Accused of Sexual Assault 


On November 22, New York City Mayor Eric Adams was slapped 
with a civil summons alleging that he sexually assaulted a co- 
worker 30 years ago while he was in the New York City Police 
Department. 

The news of the sexual-assault allegation, broken by news 
website The Messenger on November 23, was met by the mayor 
and his office with a complete denial, with Adams claiming he 
never even met the plaintiff. 

“Tt absolutely did not happen. I don’t recall ever meeting this 


person. And I would never harm anyone in that magnitude. It did 
not happen,” Adams said while speaking to reporters. “It’s going 
to go its course; it’s going take its process. But it did not happen. 
And that is not who I am, and that’s who I have never been in my 
professional life.” 

According to the summons, the plaintiff is seeking $5 million 
in damages. “The claims brought here allege intentional and neg- 
ligent acts and omissions for physical, psychological, and other 
injuries suffered as a result of conduct that would constitute sex- 
ual offenses,” reads the document. 

The claim against Adams was filed under New York state’s 
Adult Survivors Act, which was signed in May 2022, went into 
effect in November 2022, and expired on November 23, 2023 
— meaning the claim came in right under the deadline. The act 
allowed alleged victims of sexual offenses for which the statute 
of limitations had lapsed to file civil suits for a one-year period. 

For several months Adams has also been dealing with a quag- 
mire of legal woes related to allegations of financial wrongdoing 
by his team. While he has not been charged with anything, at least 
one individual with long-standing ties to the mayor is accused 
of being involved in a straw-man donor scheme, in which the 
Adams campaign colluded with the Turkish government to get 
Turkish money in exchange for fast-tracking the opening of a 
high-rise consulate in time for President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
of Turkey to cut the ribbon on the facility. Hl 


“Tf I win Iowa, I’ll be your next president.” 

Hardly anyone had heard of 38-year-old Vivek Ramaswamy until he appeared as a participant in the first GOP 
debate. He has rented an apartment in Des Moines and will be campaigning all over the state until the results of the 
January 15, 2024 caucus are counted. 


“We are not ashamed to say it with full force. We have to teach Israel a lesson, and we will do it again and again.” 
Senior Hamas leader Ghazi Hamad defended the killing of noncombatants. He issued his statement more than two 
weeks after Hamas terrorists killed more than a thousand Jewish attendees at a music festival held in southern Israel 
near the Gaza border. 


“Despite the distances involved and the difficulties of the journey, more than 24,000 Chinese citizens have been 
apprehended crossing into the United States from Mexico in the past year. They typically fly into Ecuador, where they 
do not need a visa. Then ... they pay smugglers to guide their travel through the dangerous jungle between Colombia 
and Panama en route to the United States.” 

In her front-page New York Times article about Chinese entering the U.S. via Mexico, Eileen Sullivan failed to note 
that some of the 24,000 who entered illegally last year might be terrorists. She did mention that some of these border- 
crossers might aid in spreading death-dealing fentanyl within the United States. 


“As much as it may upset many people, my message is the planet is not in peril. I believe there is no climate crisis. 

The policies the U.S. government has been implementing are totally unnecessary and should be eliminated. Trillions of 
dollars can be saved. I assert that the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) computer models have 
all misidentified the dominant factor that controls the earth’s climate.” 

Dr. John Clauser issued his claims at the Deposit of Faith Coalition conference held in Baltimore. President Biden 
speedily called the scientists claims “right-wing science,” and University of Pennsylvania climate scientist Michael 
Mann labeled the comments “pure garbage.” 


“Javier Milei won 56 percent of the country’s vote in a November 19 run-off election.” 
According to journalist Andreas Wailzer, self-described libertarian Javier Milei believes abortion is murder, 
climate change is a socialist lie, sex education in school for children is a Marxist program, Pope Francis promotes 


communism, and Argentina s central bank ought to be abolished. @ 
— John F. McManus 
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THE BIRTH OF WESTERN 
CHRISTENDOM 


The reign of Charles the Great, or Charlemagne, marked the birth of 
Western Christian Civilization and led to a cultural and literary renaissance in Europe. 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ DECEMBER 25, 2023 


by Steve Bonta 


na fine spring day in April in the 
():« 799, a colorful procession 

wound its way through the streets 
of Rome in honor of the Greater Litanies, 
the major rogation day in honor of all the 
saints. The procession included many 
dignitaries of the Holy See, including the 
pope himself, Leo HI, who had risen from 
humble origins to become pope less than 
four years earlier, succeeding the aristo- 
cratic Adrian I. In his short pontificate, 
Leo had already made a powerful friend 
in the Frankish king Charlemagne, who 
had sent him a large trove of gold and a 
number of envoys, or missi dominici, who 
functioned as a papal protection detail. Be- 
sides his powerful Frankish ally, however, 
Leo also had powerful enemies. Most of 
them were supporters and relatives of his 
late predecessor, who regarded 
Leo as too common a man for 
the job, and wanted him replaced 
with one of their own. 

And on April 25, 799, as Leo 
III and the joyous procession 
neared Rome’s Flaminian Gate, 
the pope’s enemies struck. A 
large group of armed men at- 
tacked the pontiff, intending to 
blind him and rip out his tongue; 
a man so incapacitated would 
not be eligible any longer for 
the office. In the fracas, the as- 
sailants nearly succeeded, possi- 
bly managing to partly blind the 
49-year-old pope, and certainly 
injuring him severely. But before 
they could finish the task, two of 
Charlemagne’s envoys charged 
into the fray and managed to 
rescue Leo from further injury. 
One of the envoys, Duke Win- 
igis of Spoleto, spirited the pope 
out of Rome for protection, and 
later ensured his safe passage to 
the German town of Paderborn, 
where Charlemagne himself was 
encamped. The Frankish ruler 
received the pope into his camp 
with great honor, and the already 
powerful friendship between the 
two men was further reinforced. 
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Today Charlemagne is often known as the father of Europe, 
and his Christmas coronation as the first day of a unified 
Christian West ... and the precursor of later renaissances 
and awakenings that, over the many centuries since, have 
conferred upon us Western Christian civilization in its fulness. 


No one at the time could have foreseen 
that this incident would lead to an event 
on a long-ago Christmas Day that is now 
regarded as the birth of Western Christian 
civilization, and would ensure that Char- 
lemagne would be remembered as the “fa- 
ther of Europe.” 


The Rise of the Franks 
The rise of Charlemagne, and his alliance 
with the pope, represented a concentra- 


The Hammer: Charles Martel, founder of the Carolingian dynasty. 
Not technically a king, his military prowess in consolidating 
Frankish dominions and in repulsing Muslim invaders made him 
Steve Bonta is executive senior editor of a national hero and paved the way for his descendants to claim 
the throne. 


tion of power not seen in Western Europe 
for more than three centuries. The failing 
Western Roman Empire had crumbled 
in the years after the titanic Battle of the 
Catalaunian Fields of 451 (in what is 
now northeastern France), where the dis- 
ciplined valor of the Roman general Ae- 
tius had saved the West from annihilation 
by a vast barbarian alliance led by Attila 
and his army of Huns. In that battle, the 
leader of Rome’s chief ally, the Gothic 
king Theodoric, had fallen along 
with hundreds of thousands of 
others, a final debilitating event 
that left the remnant Western 
Empire nearly bereft of military 
and political leadership. Aetius 
himself was murdered two years 
later by a feckless and ungrate- 
ful emperor Valentinian III, the 
last Western Roman emperor of 
any consequence. One of the men 
enlisted by Valentinian to carry 
out the murder, Petronius Maxi- 
mus, then turned on the emperor 
himself, killing him and earning a 
couple of months as emperor over 
a pathetic and moribund domin- 
ion. By the time the last Roman 
emperor of the West, Romulus 
Augustulus, was removed by the 
Germanic opportunist Odoacer, 
the glories of Rome were only a 
dim memory, and her capital city 
mostly deserted. 

These events in the second half 
of the fifth century had ushered 
in an era of relative barbarism in 
Western Christendom, in which 
the security of centuries of Roman 
tule was replaced by warring states 
controlled by Franks, Visigoths, 
Lombards, and other successor 
peoples. The most consequential 
of these early post-Roman states, 
the kingdom of the Franks, was 
ruled over by Clovis I, who took 
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the throne in 481, only five years after 
the final collapse of the Western Roman 
Empire. Clovis, usually reckoned the first 
ruler of what would become France, was 
the founder of the Merovingian Dynasty 
and the first to unite all of the Frankish 
tribes under one rule. Moreover, Clovis, 
under the encouragement of his wife, Clo- 
tilde, eventually embraced Nicene Christi- 
anity and was baptized on Christmas Day 
508. This act led to the mass conversion to 
Catholicism across France, the Low Coun- 
tries, and Germany, creating a new reli- 
gious unity among the fledgling nations 
of continental Western Europe, and laying 
the foundation for the close relationship 
between Charlemagne and the Holy See 
centuries later. 

The Merovingian Dynasty, the first 
French royal line, weakened with the 
passage of time, and proved wholly in- 
adequate, in the early eighth century, to 
the defense of France against a bold and 
terrifying new power, Islamic conquerors 


from Africa. By that time, the office of 
king had become largely ceremonial for 
the Merovingians, with most of the real 
power wielded by administrators known 
as mayors of the palace (maior domus). 
One of these, the energetic Charles Martel 
(whose surname meant “hammer”), acted 
as regent for years after the death of king 
Theuderic IV in 737. 

Like many other Germanic peoples, the 
Franks under the Merovingians had an 
instinctive aversion to centralized govern- 
ment power, a reaction in part, perhaps, 
to centuries of Roman centralized oppres- 
sion. But in the crisis of the Islamic con- 
quest, the French were in need of resolute 
leadership and unity, and Martel furnished 
both. As with most of Western Europe dur- 
ing the early Dark Ages, the Franks had 
no professional military, so Martel, having 
warned the pope of the existential threat 
posed by the Moors, managed to secure 
a large loan from the papacy, which he 
used to recruit, equip, and train a large 


Turning back the tide: At the Battle of Tours, which represented the high-water mark of Muslim 
incursions into France, Charles Martel’s outnumbered and underequipped army inflicted a 
crippling defeat on the Moors, killing their leaders and routing their formidable cavalry. This 
defeat insured that France and northwestern Europe would remain Christian. 
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professional fighting force. In October of 
732, the seemingly irresistible hosts of the 
Ummayad Caliphate, which had already 
subdued most of Visigothic Spain, met 
Martel’s seasoned Frankish army at the 
Battle of Tours in central France. Despite 
lacking a heavy cavalry force and being 
significantly outnumbered, the Franks, 
under the leadership of the canny military 
tactician Martel and his ally Odo, the duke 
of Aquitaine, routed the Moorish army, in- 
flicting at least 12 times as many Moorish 
deaths as Frankish, including the enemy 
commander Al-Ghafiki, the governor of 
Moorish Spain. The Battle of Tours pre- 
vented the Moorish host from reaching 
Tours, Paris, or elsewhere in northwestern 
Europe. The decisive victory turned back 
the tide of Islamic expansion in Western 
Europe and established Martel as a nation- 
al hero, preparing the conditions for him 
and his descendants to claim the French 
throne. 

Martel’s son Pepin the Short ultimately 
deposed the last Merovingian king, Chil- 
deric IH, after securing papal approval. 
Childeric was removed without violence 
and consigned to a monastery, while Pepin 
was elected the new king of the Franks 
by the Frankish nobles, and was later 
anointed by Pope Stephen II, who traveled 
all the way to Paris in 754 and also pro- 
claimed Pepin patrician of the Romans. 
This new title made Pepin and his heirs 
official defenders of the church at Rome, a 
role that both Pepin and his pious descen- 
dants, including his son Charlemagne, 
took seriously. 

The man who became Charlemagne 
was Pepin’s older son Charles, who was 
12 when the pope anointed his father king 
and protector of the church. Because of 
the uncertainty of human lifespans in 
those days, the pope took the opportunity 
of anointing both Charles and his three- 
year-old brother, Carloman, in the expec- 
tation that one of them would eventually 
inherit Pepin’s scepter. 

That occasion came in 768 with the 
death of Pepin. In a general assembly, the 
Franks elected Charlemagne and Carlo- 
man joint monarchs over Pepin’s domin- 
ions, and partitioned the realm between 
them. By this time, Charlemagne was in 
his mid-20s and had been involved in 
military campaigns with his father for 
years, whereas Carloman was still a cal- 
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low youth of 17. The two did not 
get along, and before long, the 
animosity led to open conflict. 
The Aquitaine revolted against 
Carolingian rule upon Pepin’s 
death, and his two heirs, whose 
inheritances both included parts 
of the rebellious region, could not 
agree on how to suppress the up- 
rising. Over the next three years, 
relations between the two contin- 
ued to deteriorate until, sudden- 
ly and conveniently, Carloman 
died in 771 of unknown causes. 
Whether Charlemagne himself 
was involved in his rival sibling’s 
untimely death has never been 
established, and does not seem 
to have been alleged at the time. 
Whatever the cause of Carlo- 
man’s demise, it cleared the way 
for Charlemagne to become, like 
his father, the undisputed ruler of 
all Franks. 


Imperial Expansion 

One of Charlemagne’s first chal- 
lenges as sole ruler of the Franks 
involved Desiderius, king of the 
Lombards and Charlemagne’s 
former father-in-law. Char- 
lemagne had married Desiderata, 
the first of his four wives, in 770, 
only to annul the marriage the 
following year. The annulment 
enraged Desiderius, who began 
scheming with Carloman to de- 
pose Charlemagne, but before 
any plans could come to fruition, 
Carloman died. Still seething, Desiderius, 
knowing of Charlemagne’s piety and close 
ties with the papacy, vented his anger on 
the new pope, Adrian I, beginning in 
772. The Lombard king invaded and an- 
nexed certain papal dominions and made 
it clear he intended eventually to march 
on Rome itself. The pope sent an urgent 
request for help to Charlemagne, who 
promptly marched down to Italy, defeated 
the Lombards, and removed Desiderius 
from power, consigning him to a monas- 
tery. With the defeat and deposition of the 
last Lombard king, Charlemagne became 
master of most of northern Italy — exclud- 
ing, of course, the papal domains, which 
he duly restored to Adrian I. The latter, 
in turn, granted Charlemagne the title of 
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Polymath: The multitalented genius Alcuin of York was the 
keenest mind among the considerable assemblage of academic 
talent drawn to Charlemagne’s court. He is credited with the 
invention of the script known as Carolingian minuscule, and 
was the moving force behind Charlemagne’s ambitious revival 
of education and classical learning that launched the Carolingian 
Renaissance. 


patrician over his new Italian territories. 
Next, Charlemagne turned his attention 
to the Muslim power that ruled Spain. Al- 
though Charlemagne’s father and grand- 
father had turned back the tide of Islamic 
conquest in France and driven the Moors 
south of the Pyrenees, the threat continued, 
especially considering the potential for an 
alliance between the Moors and Aqui- 
taine, the domain of the people known as 
Basques, who still ached to throw off the 
Carolingian yoke. As a result, when Char- 
lemagne, along with a coalition of Lom- 
bards, Burgundians, and others, launched 
a massive invasion of northern Spain in 
778, he did so with a wary eye for Aqui- 
tanian treachery. Despite a lengthy battle 
and siege, Charlemagne was unable to 


take the key northern Spanish city 
of Zaragoza, and ultimately decid- 
ed to return north of the Pyrenees 
rather than risk an Aquitanian up- 
rising on his rear. But as his forces 
marched back across the Pyrenees, 
through cold, windswept Ronces- 
valles Pass, Charlemagne’s worst 
fears were realized. They were am- 
bushed by a large Aquitanian force 
and much of the flower of Char- 
lemagne’s military leadership was 
killed in the rout. Among the dead 
was the celebrated warden Roland, 
whose heroism inspired The Song 
of Roland, the first major piece of 
literature in the French language. 

Despite the setback, Char- 
lemagne’s forces continued the 
campaign to establish a more 
extensive buffer zone, called the 
Spanish March, in northern Spain. 
By the late 790s, they had captured 
Barcelona, and by the early 800s 
had extended their conquests past 
Tarragona and all the way to the 
mouth of the Ebro River. In this 
way, much of Catalonia and part 
of Aragon were permanently re- 
united with the Christian West. 

Charlemagne also engaged in 
almost continuous expansion east- 
ward into various German states, 
destroying pagan shrines and im- 
posing Christianity wherever he 
went. Over the two decades from 
777 to 797, he brought Saxony 
under Frankish rule, while during 
the 780s, his forces also subjugat- 
ed Bavaria and Carinthia. The final sub- 
mission of these regions involved the total 
renunciation of paganism and the uncondi- 
tional acceptance of Christian sacraments 
and doctrines. Even many Slavic nations 
and the once-formidable Avars of Eastern 
Europe became tributaries and allies of 
Charlemagne’s Frankish empire. 

In the space of three decades, Char- 
lemagne had built the already-formidable 
Frankish state into a bona fide Christian 
empire that spanned most of Western and 
central Europe, at least the peer of the 
Byzantine Empire and its glittering capi- 
tal, Constantinople, in Eastern Europe 
and Asia Minor. Not only that, the Byz- 
antine, or Eastern Roman, Empire, while 
itself a bastion of post-Roman Christian 
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civilization, had fallen 
out of favor in Western 
Europe, owing in large 
measure to Constanti- 
nople’s fraught relation- 
ship with the papacy. 
While the great schism 
between Western Catho- 
lic and Eastern Orthodox 
Christianity still lay in 
the future, the theologi- 
cal and cultural differ- 
ences between Eastern 
and Western Christen- 
dom had already become 
pronounced. For one 
thing, the Byzantines, 
while claiming to be the 
legitimate successors of 
the Roman empire, had 
developed a completely 
different culture from 
that of Rome and of 
Western Europe, one that 
was more conspicuously 
Greek than Italian and 
that often looked east- 
ward for its inspiration. 
Having to contend with 
a more or less constant 
existential threat from 
eastern invaders such as 
the Avars, Pechenegs, 
Bulgars, and various 
Muslim powers, Byz- 
antium had developed a 
predilection for negotia- 
tion and appeasement of 
aggressive enemies rather than precipi- 
tous military confrontation, a posture that 
has prompted historians over the centu- 
ries, including Gibbon, to accuse them of 
oriental pusillanimity. 

Moreover, among Eastern Christians 
the use of religious icons was controver- 
sial, along with numerous other points of 
doctrinal dispute. So-called iconoclasts, 
who sought to destroy all statues of saints, 
lest those praying before them be guilty 
of idolatry, caused consternation in Rome, 
as did the bitter debate over the “filioque” 
clause, a Latin term meaning “and the 
Son,” which supposedly implied that the 
Holy Ghost came of both Father and Son, 
rather than just the Father. The Byzantines 
opposed the former view, holding it to be a 
departure from the original Nicene Creed, 
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Father of Europe: As the first emperor of what came to be called the Holy Roman 
Empire, Charlemagne, thanks to his campaign of unification, Christianization, and 
revival of culture and learning, is rightly regarded as the originator of Western 

Europe’s identity as the locus of Western Christian civilization. 


but by Charlemagne’s time, it was widely 
incorporated into many Western versions 
of the liturgy. These and many other points 
of disagreement might seem trivial from a 
modern vantage point, but in those early 
centuries of Christianity, scrupulous em- 
phasis was laid on getting the doctrine 
correct. 

Besides all of these other differences, 
the Byzantine ruler at the time of the great 
papal crisis of 799 was a woman. Irene 
of Athens, wife of Emperor Leo IV, had 
been de facto ruler of the empire since 
Leo’s death in 780, and became sole de 
jure ruler in 797 after a power struggle 
with her son Constantine VI ended with 
the latter being taken prisoner and blind- 
ed. Irene understood well the ruthlessness 
of Byzantine court politics, and did not 


intend to be maimed, 
immured in a convent, 
or worse, by her innu- 
merable enemies. And 
although Irene earned 
some respect in Rome 
for her principled oppo- 
sition to the iconoclasm 
of her husband and oth- 
ers (it was reported that 
Leo, after finding two 
icons hidden under her 
pillow, refused to ever 
have marital relations 
with her again), her rule 
was largely viewed in 
the West as illegitimate. 
She was, after all, the 
first woman ever to lay 
claim to Caesar’s seat, 
and had strong-armed 
her way into power at 
the expense of her son, 
the legitimate heir. Inev- 
itably, then, when Pope 
Leo IT found himself on 
the run from a powerful 
and murderous conspir- 
acy, it was not to Irene 
and Constantinople that 
he turned; it was to their 
equally powerful West- 
ern rivals and proven 
champions of the pa- 
pacy, the Carolingians. 
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Christmas Coronation 

Accounts differ on what 
led to the momentous events of Christmas 
Day in the year of our Lord 800, but this 
much is certain: After Charlemagne and 
his army accompanied the wounded pope 
back to Rome in late 799, he set about 
restoring order in the church. He held a 
synod in November at which grievances 
were aired, and Pope Leo on December 23 
swore an oath of innocence to the Carolin- 
gian emperor. Two days later, Charlemagne 
attended Christmas Mass at St. Peter’s Ba- 
silica. As he knelt at the altar to pray, the 
pope placed a crown upon his head and 
declared him emperor of the Romans — 
which included, of course, the Eastern Ro- 
mans in Constantinople. Still debated by 
scholars is whether Charlemagne knew of 
the coronation beforehand. His biographer 
and longtime privy councilor Einhard in- 
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sisted that the coronation was a complete 
surprise. Charlemagne, Einhard wrote, “so 
disliked [the title of emperor] at first that 
he affirmed that he would not have entered 
the church on that day — though it was the 
chief festival of the church — if he could 
have foreseen the design of the pope.” 
Whether or not he had foreknowledge, 
Charlemagne did not refuse the crown or 
the title. Everyone who witnessed the event 
understood the far-reaching political rami- 
fications: Leo was not only coronating his 
most powerful and reliable supporter, he 
was also repudiating the imperial preten- 
sions of Irene and proclaiming a Christian 
Roman Empire reborn in the West. The 
coronation of Charlemagne is reckoned 
the starting point of the Holy Roman Em- 
pire, a unifying power in Western Europe 
for the next thousand years. It also marked 
the starting point of a uni- 
fied post-Roman Christian 
Western European culture. 
Like many ambitious, 
powerful people, Char- 
lemagne was a man of 
mixed character traits. On 
the one hand, his military 
and political aptitude were 
unsurpassed in his time, 
and his religious faith and 
loyalty to the papacy were 
unquestionably genuine. On 
the other hand, his piety did 
not extend as consistently to 
matters of concupiscence; 
in addition to four wives, 
Charlemagne had numer- 
ous concubines and sired 18 
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this last respect, he was very much a mon- 
arch of his times, when literacy was a rare 
and specialized skill. But Charlemagne 
did understand the value of culture and 
learning, and became medieval Western 
Europe’s first outstanding patron of the 
arts and sciences. 

The roughly century-long period during 
and after his reign, from the late eighth 
century through the late ninth century, is 
known as the Carolingian Renaissance, 
the first — but not the last — attempt 
by Europeans to recreate the splendor of 
Rome in its apogee. Charlemagne him- 
self sought out the most talented scholars 
available and invited them to his court. 
The most outstanding was the polymath 
Alcuin of York — “the most learned man 
anywhere to be found,” according to Ein- 
hard — who, along with other scholars 
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Renaissance 

Despite being an enthusi- 
astic patron of the arts and 
sciences, Charlemagne 
never learned to write (de- 
spite making considerable 
effort in his old age), and 
it is doubtful that he could 
read very well, if at all. In 
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Game changer: A page from the Gospel of Luke produced during the Carolingian 
Renaissance. The style of writing known as Carolingian minuscule, which made 
both copying and reading manuscripts much simpler, was developed during this 
period, and was the most consequential invention prior to the printing press. 


drawn not only from Charlemagne’s realm 
but also from the British Isles, labored to 
build up a palace school and a broader 
system of church schools tasked with in- 
structing generations of pupils in the trivi- 
um (logic, grammar, and rhetoric) and the 
quadrivium (astronomy, music, arithmetic, 
and geometry) lifted from classical Greco- 
Roman curricula. 

For the first time since the demise of 
the Classical civilization, art flourished in 
the West, mostly using styles inspired by 
Rome. The surviving sculpture, frescoes, 
metalwork, and mosaics of the period are 
few, but they clearly inspired the great Ro- 
manesque and Gothic aesthetic modes of 
later centuries. 

Mired for centuries at the subsistence 
level, the economy of Western and central 
Europe also increased dramatically dur- 

ing this period, with sur- 
ws _spluses of grain and other 
commodities being pro- 
duced for the first time in 
many generations. Larger 
commercial towns and 
sophisticated trading net- 
works appeared, and the 
construction of new build- 
ings (especially churches), 
bridges, and roads prolifer- 
ated. It has been estimated 
that between the late 700s 
and the mid 800s alone, 27 
new cathedrals, 100 royal 
residences, and more than 
400 new monasteries were 
constructed, in the imita- 
tive Classical or proto-Ro- 
manesque style favored by 

the Carolingians. 
It was demonstrably 
during this same period 
that the notion of Europe 
as a distinct and more or 
less unified cultural area, 
in addition to a geographi- 
cal region, first gained 
currency. Although sig- 
nificant portions of Eu- 
rope had fallen, and would 
yet fall, under the sway of 
Islam, and although many 
regions, especially in the 
remote north, remained 
pagan, the unifying idea 
of Europe as the continent 
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High honor: The gold and silver sarcophagus of Charlemagne, known as the Karlsschrein, or 


“Shrine of Charles,” at Aachen Cathedral. 


of Christendom appears to have been a 
product of the Carolingian era, and has 
persisted down to the present day. 
Perhaps the two greatest contributions 
of the Carolingian Renaissance were the 
creation of a convenient and easily read- 
able new form of writing, the Carolingian 
minuscule, and the establishment of Me- 
dieval Latin as a language of scholarship 
and record-keeping. The Carolingian mi- 
nuscule was a form of Roman writing that 
employed spaces to separate words and 
made use of lower-case letters, both fea- 
tures of which made writing and reading 
much easier and encouraged the spread of 
literacy. According to historian Phillippe 
Wolff, “it would be no exaggeration to 
link [the development of the Carolingian 
minuscule] with that of printing itself as 
the two decisive steps in the growth of a 
civilization based on the written word.” 
Using this critical new scribal tool, 
Carolingian scholars produced at least 
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100,000 manuscripts during the ninth 
century, most of them priceless copies of 
works from Classical antiquity, such as 
the works of Cicero, Horace, and Caesar. 
Somewhere between 6,000 and 7,000 of 
these laboriously copied tomes still sur- 
vive, and are generally the earliest ex- 
tant versions of these works. Moreover, 
the Carolingian Renaissance marked the 
starting point for the long medieval en- 
terprise of copying and re-copying these 
precious works; absent the Carolingians 
and their influence, the writings of the 
Classical world might have perished en- 
tirely, and names such as Cicero might be 
unknown to the world today. 

With the establishment by the Carolin- 
gians of Medieval Latin, a flexible version 
of the Roman tongue with specific rules 
for adopting new vocabulary in a changing 
world, the Middle Ages had a scholarly, 
cultural, and civic lingua franca in which 
laws could be promulgated, records kept, 
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and new works of theology, science, phi- 
losophy, and literature produced and cir- 
culated internationally. 

It is thus not hyperbole to assign to 
the Carolingian Renaissance the origin 
of Western Christian civilization as a co- 
herent force, one that both sought to re- 
vive the glories of the Classical past and 
aspired to greater heights as a result of 
the amplifying power of Christian civi- 
lization, which the Greco-Romans had 
lacked. Wrote the far-seeing Alcuin to 
Charlemagne: 


If many are infected by your aims, 
a new Athens will be created in 
France, nay, an Athens finer than 
the old, for ours, ennobled by the 
teachings of Christ, will surpass all 
the wisdom of the Academy. The 
old had only the disciplines of Plato 
for teacher and yet inspired by the 
seven liberal arts it still shone with 
splendor; but ours will be endowed 
besides with the sevenfold plenitude 
of the Holy Ghost and will outshine 
all the dignity of secular wisdom. 


In late 813 Charlemagne, feeling his age, 
summoned his sole surviving legitimate 
son, Louis (nicknamed “the Pious”), 
from his court in Aquitaine and had him 
crowned co-emperor. He fell ill shortly 
thereafter, and died in January 814. The 
Carolingian Renaissance continued under 
the rule of his son, and although it was 
overwhelmed by new waves of barbar- 
ian invaders — Vikings, Magyars, and 
others — by the end of that century, the 
crucial reforms achieved by the Carolin- 
gians persisted. While the young civili- 
zation was forced, under the withering 
assault of new waves of barbarians, to 
retreat into the monasteries for a time, the 
educational programs, writing, and pro- 
duction and illumination of manuscripts 
continued. Today Charlemagne is often 
known as the father of Europe, and his 
Christmas coronation as the first day of 
a unified Christian West, the first great 
illuminating event to pierce the darkness 
of the fallen and benighted realms of the 
former Roman Empire, and the precur- 
sor of later renaissances and awakenings 
that, over the many centuries since, have 
conferred upon us Western Christian civi- 
lization in its fulness. 
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UN REPORT 
CONDEMNS USS. 


The latest report issued by the UN Human Rights Committee 
demands that the United States crack down on free 
speech, change the Constitution, and allow more abortion. 


by Alex Newman 


hile praising the Biden ad- 
ministration for supposedly 
making progress bringing the 


United States into compliance with United 
Nations agreements by promoting abor- 
tion, gun control, and transgenderism, the 
UN “human rights” bureaucracy released 
a scathing report last month slamming 
America as a bastion of horrors. 

In the UN’s crosshairs: free-speech 
rights, state-level restrictions on killing 
babies, state efforts to protect children 
from genital mutilation, and the use of 
the death penalty on murderers. All that 
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and more came under attack by the UN 
“human rights” machinery as supposed 
“human rights” violations. The global 
organization even called for the United 
States to change its Constitution to comply 
with UN schemes. 

The controversial UN report, released 
by the UN Human Rights Committee on 
November 3, examined whether govern- 
ment at all levels in the United States 
was complying with the largely uncon- 
stitutional commitments to the UN Inter- 
national Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR). The global agreement, 
ratified by the U.S. government in 1992, 
purports to commit the U.S. government 
to usurp a broad array of powers that 
were never delegated to it in the Consti- 
tution that created it. 


POLITICS 


In the UN’s Crosshairs 

One of the most troubling elements of 
the report from a constitutional perspec- 
tive is that it ignored the fact that most of 
the legal areas in question are under state 
rather than federal jurisdiction. Under 
America’s Constitution, which remains 
the supreme law of the land regardless of 
any treaties or statutes contradicting it, 
states only delegated a few, clearly defined 
powers to the feds. All other powers were 
reserved for the states or the people, as 
explained clearly in the 10th Amendment. 

And yet, throughout the report, the UN 
spoke as if the federal government can and 
must simply force states to obey, as if they 
are mere administrative units of an all- 
powerful unitary state beholden to the UN. 
The global outfit even lashed out against 
key constitutional procedures including 
state-level redistricting. It slammed con- 
stitutionally protected, God-given rights 
including freedom of speech and the right 
to keep and bear arms, too, calling for the 
government to crack down on both. 

The UN committee started off by prais- 
ing the U.S. government for what it de- 
scribed as “Positive Aspects.” These 
“positive” developments include the 
“Respect for Marriage Act” enshrining 
so-called homosexual marriage into fed- 
eral statute, along with executive orders 
from Joe Biden promoting contraception 
and abortion. Also “positive”: racist “ra- 
cial equity” and transgender-bathroom-at- 
school executive orders. Each one of the 
“positive” aspects is a clear violation of 
the U.S. Constitution. 

But the negatives far outweighed the 
positives, in the UN’s view. “The Com- 
mittee remains concerned at the lack of 
measures to effectively incorporate the 
Covenant in the domestic legal order,” 
the report said, demanding that the “State 
Party” (the U.S. government) incorpo- 
rate the UN dictates at the federal, state, 
and local level. The document also called 
for judges and prosecutors to rely on the 
global agreement while demanding that 
the U.S. government accept the UN’s in- 
terpretation of the covenant. 

Another key demand was that the U.S. 
government establish an independent 
“human rights” body to enforce the UN 
agreement across the United States. One of 
the purposes of this institution would be to 
punish speech that the UN considers to be 
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No human rights for the unborn: The UN report on America celebrated the Biden administration’s 
efforts to expand protections and tax money for killing unborn babies, but blasted state-level 


efforts to protect life in the womb. 


“hate speech,” a concept developed by the 
mass-murdering Soviet dictatorship, and to 
censor internet speech the UN hates. 

Perhaps even more startling, the UN 
demanded that the United States change 
its Constitution and pass the Equal Rights 
Amendment, which went down to defeat 
thanks to the efforts of conservative lead- 
ers such as Phyllis Schlafly. “The State 
party should redouble its efforts to guar- 
antee protection against sex and gender- 
based discrimination in its Constitution, 
including through initiatives such as the 
Equal Rights Amendment,” the UN com- 
mittee said. 

The UN also demanded that the U.S. 
government take more action against 
states that are working to protect children 
from surgical genital mutilation known 
as “gender-affirming care.” It called for 
ensuring that men be allowed to use the 
bathroom with girls, and it demanded that 
males be allowed to compete in women’s 
sports as well. 

The mass slaughter of the unborn must 
continue unimpeded, too — and with tax 
money. Among other concerns, the UN 
said it was “alarmed at the increase of leg- 
islation, barriers and practices at the state 
level that impede women’s access to safe 
and legal abortion, inter alia, the crimi- 
nalization of various actors linked to their 
role in providing or seeking abortion care, 
including health care providers.” 
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With no trace of irony, in the very same 
section the UN committee also claimed it 
was “deeply concerned” about the “pro- 
found impact” that measures reining in 
the mass killing of unborn children would 
have on “the rights of women and girls 
seeking an abortion, including the rights 
to life, privacy and not to be subject to 
cruel and degrading treatment.” How not 
being allowed to kill one’s baby could be 
considered a threat to the “right to life” 
was not made clear. 

The UN committee provided a broad list 
of specific demands surrounding abortion. 
These include making sure that all women 
and girls can kill their pre-born babies with 
tax funding and without legal restrictions of 
any kind. The report also called for the U.S. 
government to work on “harmonizing” its 
abortion policies with the “Abortion Care 
Guidelines” from the scandal-plagued 
World Health Organization. 

On guns, the UN committee praised 
the Biden administration’s efforts to in- 
fringe on the rights enshrined in the Sec- 
ond Amendment, but called for far more 
infringements. Among other demands, the 
UN called for forcing everyone to obtain 
government permission to acquire fire- 
arms, magazines, or ammunition. It also 
demanded bans on broad categories of 
commonly owned firearms, and proposed 
helping to bankrupt the gun industry by 
subjecting it to endless litigation. 
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The “climate change” narrative fea- 
tured prominently in the report, too. The 
UN committee called on the U.S. govern- 
ment to “intensify efforts to prevent and 
mitigate the effects of climate change and 
environmental degradation, including by 
strengthening its legal framework, and 
take adequate steps to adopt a precaution- 
ary approach to protecting persons, espe- 
cially the most vulnerable, from the nega- 
tive impacts of climate change and natural 
disasters.” 

Even with more than eight million im- 
migrants surging across the border since 
Biden took over, the UN said the U.S. 
government needs to do more to open its 
borders even wider. Slamming the “Mus- 
lim ban” under Trump in particular, the 
report made clear that Islamic migration 
into the United States must be stepped 
up. “The State party should take all mea- 
sures necessary to enhance protection of 
migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers, 
without discrimination,” the report con- 
cluded, calling for U.S. immigration law 
to be brought “in line with” international 
demands. 


Violating God-given Rights 

Some of the “human rights” violations 
identified in the UN report are in fact gen- 
uine violations of God-given rights. For 
instance, the committee blasted the U.S. 
government’s mass-murder-via-drone pro- 
gram that has slaughtered enormous num- 
bers of innocent people around the world 
without even a trial, much less a convic- 
tion and death-penalty sentence. 

The report also called for prosecutions 
of CIA and military personnel involved in 
torture, which is already required under 
state and federal statutes. And it expressed 
concern at “reports of the high number of 
children who are separated from their fam- 
ilies and placed in child welfare facilities,” 
a crime of staggering proportions that has 
long been incentivized financially by the 
U.S. government. 

All of those are valid and legitimate 
concerns. However, constitutionally 
speaking, they can and must be addressed 
domestically. And of course, each of those 
genuine violations identified by the UN — 
torture, kidnapping children from parents 
without due process, and assassinations 
— is already a flagrant violation of the 
federal and state constitutions as well as 
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statutory law. There is no need for the UN 
to get involved. 

The controversial report came right as 
the dictator-dominated UN “Human Rights 
Council” was facing a global scandal for 
appointing the Iranian regime to chair its 
“Social Forum.” The mullahs ruling over 
Iran have been funding terror organizations 
such as Hamas while ruthlessly persecuting 
Christians and dissidents. 


UN’s Concept of “Rights” 

As this magazine has been documenting 
for decades, the “dictators club,” as the 
UN is known to critics, has a long track 
record of allowing mass-murdering re- 
gimes to hold prominent posts. And the 
UN has also been bullying Western gov- 
ernments to shred the remaining liberties 
of citizens, including the most basic and 
fundamental rights such as speech and the 
press, almost since its inception. 

That is partly because the UN pushes 
a perverted concept of “human rights” 
— “rights” that are purportedly defined 
and granted by governments, treaties, and 
international organizations. Even more 
troubling, the UN-granted rights can be 
restricted or abolished by government 
at will under virtually any pretext, as 
the UN’s own “Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights” openly admits. 

Consider Article 29 of the declaration, 
which claims that “everyone shall be sub- 
ject only to such limitations as are deter- 
mined by law solely for the purpose of 
securing due recognition and respect for 
the rights and freedoms of others and of 
meeting the just requirements of morality, 
public order and the general welfare in a 
democratic society.” 

Separately, it states that “rights and 
freedoms” may “in no case be exercised 
contrary to the purposes and principles of 
the United Nations.” For perspective, that 
would be like the First Amendment saying 
Congress shall make no law abridging the 
freedom of speech, unless that speech is 
being used to criticize Congress or other- 
wise makes Congress unhappy. 

Obviously, the two views on human 
rights are incompatible at a basic level. 
The two visions are almost opposites. 
They cannot coexist. This is clearly evi- 
denced by the fact that mass-murdering 
barbarians and tyrants of all varieties pre- 
side over the UN’s own “human rights” 
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Mass-murdering barbarians and tyrants of all varieties 
preside over the UN’s own “human rights” bureaucracies, 
while constitutionally protected rights given to human 
beings by God are routinely derided and attacked by the 
UN system itself. 
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Gotta take ’em all: After congratulating the Biden administration for its attacks on the right to 
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keep and bear arms so far, the UN “human rights” committee demanded much more draconian 


gun control in America. 


bureaucracies, while constitutionally pro- 
tected rights given to human beings by 
God are routinely derided and attacked by 
the UN system itself. 

Still, domestic left-wing extremists in- 
volved in urging the UN to attack Ameri- 
cans celebrated the UN’s screed against 
the U.S. system. “The United States 
touts itself as a beacon of democracy and 
human rights, yet the committee’s find- 
ings prove that this could not be further 
from the truth,” argued Jamil Dakwar, di- 
rector of the far-left American Civil Lib- 
erties Union’s (ACLU) “Human Rights 
Program.” 

According to Dakwar, whose organ- 
ization was founded by card-carrying 
members of the Communist Party, the UN 
criticism of the U.S. system highlights the 


supposed “critical need to prioritize and 
strengthen human rights at home.” The 
ACLU was one of more than 140 radical 
left-wing groups purporting to represent 
“U.S. civil society” that had “urged” the 
UN to “hold the U.S. government account- 
able” for alleged violations of the uncon- 
stitutional ICCPR regime. 

As part of complying with that agree- 
ment, the ACLU’s Dakwar also echoed 
the UN’s call for the establishment of “a 
national human rights institution to ensure 
that our most basic rights are protected.” 
Similar schemes have been used in many 
states and nations to violate constitution- 
ally protected rights and to terrorize Chris- 
tians for refusing to celebrate homosexual- 
ity or gender confusion by, for example, 
baking cakes for homosexual “weddings.” 
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POLITICS 


Open the floodgates: The UN “human rights” 


5 


review slammed U.S. immigration laws and 


border controls for not being lax enough, demanding far more immigration (especially Islamic 


immigration) into the United States. 


“Tt is critical that the U.S. government 
take this opportunity to heed the United 
Nations’ recommendations and deliver on 
behalf of the American people — includ- 
ing immigrants, racial and ethnic minori- 
ties, women and girls, LGBTQ+ people, 
incarcerated people, Indigenous people, 
and other marginalized communities that 
are disproportionately impacted by the 
government’s continued violations,” Dak- 
war continued. 

The U.S. government “must adopt a 
plan of action and concrete measures 
to address the large-scale rights viola- 
tions identified by the committee, which 
cause harm to millions of people in the 
U.S. and those under its jurisdiction or 
those impacted globally by its actions 
and policies,” he continued, again listing 
a whole range of critical theory-inspired 
“group” designations that communists, 
globalists, and their useful idiots are 
using to divide and conquer American 
society. 
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Get US Out of the UN 
The latest UN attack on the United States 
comes as more and more high-profile 
voices call for defunding the global organ- 
ization, or even withdrawing from it alto- 
gether. Former U.S. House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich, for example, recently called for 
defunding the UN until it accepts funda- 
mental reforms. And failing that, he called 
for the creation of a new international 
organization consisting of “law-abiding 
democracies who can be relied upon to 
uphold the principles we hold most dear.” 

“It is fair to say that we Americans are 
stunningly generous to a bureaucratic, cor- 
rupt organisation which is often function- 
ally pro-terrorist (look at UN officials in 
Lebanon and Gaza for example) and over- 
whelmingly rejects our values on issues 
such as the barbarism of Hamas,” wrote 
Gingrich in his November 2 piece for the 
U.K. Telegraph. 

Gingrich, often derided by conserva- 
tives for being a “neocon,” called on other 
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governments to join the United States in 
withholding funds from the UN until it 
submits to reform. “Since 12 democracies 
donate 60 per cent of the United Nations 
assessments, they should band together to 
force real change by simply withholding 
their annual dues until the system is re- 
formed,” he said. 

Fox News host Sean Hannity also upped 
his criticism. “I’ve said this for some time 
because of the anti-Americanism, the vitriol 
and anti-Semitism,” he declared on his pro- 
gram in October. “It’s time, frankly, as far 
as I’m concermed, for the UN to be evicted 
from America. They’re an anti-American 
organization. They serve no purpose.” 

He also called for defunding the UN. 
“They take up valuable real estate in New 
York City that it doesn’t deserve, and we, 
the taxpayers ... pay the bulk of moneys 
just for the privilege of being hated as well 
as our closest ally, Israel. And while we’re 
at it, let’s cut all ties and funding to all 
of these globalist organizations,” added 
Hannity, echoing growing calls in Con- 
gress to defund the UN. 

In Congress, support for defunding UN 
agencies, and even the whole outfit itself, 
along with support for a full withdrawal, 
is growing quickly. U.S. Representative 
Thomas Massie (R-Ky.), who has co- 
sponsored a bill to get the United States 
out of the UN several times, told The New 
American that there are many reasons why 
the U.S. government should get out. 

“The best thing that you can say about 
the United Nations is it’s mostly ineffec- 
tive and a waste of money,” said Con- 
gressman Massie, adding that the UN is 
“full of dictators” and that it is wrong for 
the United States to defer to the UN on 
anything at all. “That’s the best thing you 
can say about it. So I’m glad that they are 
somewhat ineffective, but I don’t like that 
we waste the money.” 

With the UN’s escalating attacks on 
America and its outrageous calls for 
more infringements on the God-given 
rights of Americans, it has never been 
more urgent for lawmakers to take ac- 
tion. Defunding UN agencies, as the 
House is doing now, is a start. Donald 
Trump’s withdrawal from various agen- 
cies and agreements was a major blow to 
the outfit, as well. But to protect Ameri- 
can self-government and freedom, per- 
manent solutions are required. Hl 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ DECEMBER 25, 2023 


INTERVIEW 


LYME DISEASE 


Product of America’s Bioweapons Program’? 


In an exclusive interview with The New American, investigative journalist 
Kris Newby reveals shocking evidence about the origins of Lyme disease. 


Veronika 


Interview by Veronika Kyrylenko 


ears prior to the Covid pandemic 
y and the heightened public aware- 
ness of risky gain-of-function 
research, our military and intelligence 
community were conducting secret bio- 
weapons programs involving insects that 
could carry deadly pathogens. Investiga- 
tive journalist and award-winning author 
Kris Newby uncovered strong circum- 
stantial evidence suggesting that these 
programs, which took place on American 
soil, might have caused the outbreak of 
Lyme disease, a highly unusual and po- 
tentially chronic and debilitating condi- 
tion of which more than half a million 
cases are reported annually. Newby au- 
thored a book titled Bitten: The Secret 
History of Lyme Disease and Biological 
Weapons, which won three international 
book awards. She is a former science 
writer at Stanford University, now serv- 
ing as communications director of the 
nonprofit Invisible International. 
Below is the condensed transcript of 
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a November 14 interview of Newby by 
The New American senior editor Veronika 
Kyrylenko. The full interview, posted two 
days later, is available at The NewAmeri- 
can.com under the title “Kris Newby: 
Lyme Disease and America’s Secret Bio- 
weapons Programs.” 


The New American: Let’s start with your 
work as a senior producer on the documen- 
tary called Under Our Skin, which was a 
huge success. It premiered in 2009 and 
was nominated for an Academy Award. It 
certainly drew a lot of public attention to 
Lyme disease and dysfunctions within our 
medical system that you uncovered. Why 
did you pick up this project, and what was 
its purpose? 

Kris Newby: My husband and I, in 2002, 
got two tick-borne diseases in Massachu- 
setts, and it almost destroyed our family, 
we were so ill. And so, after I found the 
right kind of doctor who knew how to test 
and treat, I was well enough that I said, 
“Well, there’s massive ignorance and mis- 
information about how to diagnose and 


treat this disease.” I naively thought that if 
I did a documentary and just put the facts 
out there, the situation would be fixed. I 
teamed up with a really talented director 
in California, Andy Abrahams Wilson. So, 
we started this five-year journey of trying 
to shed light on how all these patients with 
Lyme disease and tick-borne co-infections 
were being dismissed and going on to get 
chronically ill. 

The tests don’t work there. They don’t 
work in the first month for Lyme disease, 
and they’re no better than a coin flip later 
on. And so those people would go on to 
get chronic Lyme disease. The other thing 
is that once you have Lyme disease and the 
medical establishment recommends two 
to four weeks of doxycycline — a really 
inexpensive antibiotic — a huge percent- 
age of those people relapse, and they have 
the same symptoms that come back. Yet 
the medical establishment won’t let doc- 
tors re-treat. So, the movie talked about 
these injustices, and during the course of 
my research, I discovered for the first time 
the corruption in the for-profit medical 
system. I would say it started in 1980 with 
the Bayh-Dole Act, which let scientific re- 
searchers partner with for-profit pharma- 
ceutical companies in the creation of test 
kits, vaccines, and drugs. 

And so that was a tectonic shift in medi- 
cal research in the U.S., because before, 
scientific researchers would discover 
something and rush to publish and share 
that information with other scientists. So, 
you have a compounding of knowledge on 
a new dangerous disease. With the Bayh- 
Dole Act, all of a sudden, the researchers 
became partners with Big Pharma and the 
researchers at the CDC and NIH. 

So, they would hide and protect that 
information because it was intellectual 
property, and Big Pharma companies 
wanted to get first to market with it. So, 
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During my research, | think one of the most shocking things 
[that | uncovered] was an Army-funded release of radioactive, 
aggressive lone star ticks in coastal Virginia. 


The perfect weapon: Infected insects could be covertly dropped in the area of an adversary 
state, spread disease, and make the locals too sick to counter the U.S. attack, all while leaving the 
infrastructure unharmed. “It was quite a diabolical program,” said Newby. 


this happened with Lyme disease. And the 
film focused on the injustices to patients 
and the corruption of medicine due to the 
profit motive. 


TNA: It appears that your initial interest 
was patient advocacy and raising pub- 
lic awareness about this tectonic shift in 
medicine that served Big Pharma at the ex- 
pense of patients. It was already a major 
story in itself. Yet in your book, which was 
published 10 years later, you shifted your 
focus to the investigation of the potential 
link between Lyme disease and covert 
bioweapons programs. What caused this 
remarkable shift? 

Newby: It was an amazing fork in the road 
because I’d spent five years on this film. 
I was ready to move on. I had this really 
good science-writing job at Stanford, and 
I thought, well, it’s time. It’s time to move 
on. I’m better now. I can work. But right 
when that shift happened, two amazing 
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things happened. One is the discoverer 
of Lyme disease, Willy Burgdorfer, was 
interviewed by a documentary filmmak- 
er [Tim Grey]. And in that interview, he 
said, “Well, yeah, I discovered [an organ- 
ism causing] Lyme disease. But there was 
something else there that I covered up.” 
And he implied that he was working on the 
biological weapons program in the 1950s 
and 1960s, the bug-borne bioweapons pro- 
gram. So that alone was a big jaw-dropper. 
But he was old. He had Parkinson’s. The 
interview alone was not proof. 

And then another random, serendipi- 
tous thing happened. I was at an out- 
of-state birthday party for family only. 
There was one non-family member, who 
happened to be a CIA operative during 
the Cold War, and he told me that he 
was involved in a pilot study where they 
dropped infected ticks on Cuban sugar 
workers in 1962. Later, I found out it was 
called Operation Mongoose. And the goal 
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of that was to destroy the sugar crop of 
Fidel Castro, who was the big bad guy 
back then.... I had a full-time job, but 
I felt so strongly during the filming of 
the documentary, they [the government] 
were hiding something, so how could I 
walk away? So, I decided I would take 
the more difficult path of working full- 
time and then, at nights, weekends, and 
vacations, researching this other thing. 
Because both those sources were sole 
sources, and you needed more proof that 
these things really happened or not. 


TNA: Willy Burgdorfer is a central fig- 
ure in your book. What was his role in the 
bug-borne bioweapons program? 

Newby: He was brought over in 1951 to 
Rocky Mountain Labs in Montana. He 
served as a contractor for Fort Detrick, 
Maryland, and that was the headquarters 
of the biological weapons program. And 
his job as a contractor was to research 
possibilities for turning fleas, ticks, and 
mosquitoes into bioweapons. 

The goal was, and [in my book] I quote 
an Army document, ... stuffing danger- 
ous pathogens in those arthropods. They 
injected the agent directly into the body, 
so a mask is no protection for a soldier. 
And [infected arthropods] would remain 
alive for some time, keeping an area con- 
stantly dangerous. So, the military could 
drop these infected insects covertly in an 
area that they wanted to take over and at- 
tack. And it would weaken the population 
without destroying buildings. It was quite 
a diabolical program. But I have to say, 
the Germans had a program like that. The 
Russians certainly had a program, and the 
Japanese in World War II had a program 
like that. So, after World War II, we real- 
ized this was a powerful weapon. So, hey, 
why don’t we use it? 


TNA: What are the key facts that you 
learned about the bug-borne weapons pro- 
grams, including key milestones, experi- 
ments, and any documented incidents that 
supported the connection of the outbreaks 
of Lyme disease to what was happening in 
the secret labs? 

Newby: During my research, I think one 
of the most shocking things [that I un- 
covered] was an Army-funded release of 
radioactive, aggressive lone star ticks in 
coastal Virginia. That’s the U.S. Atlantic 
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bird flyway. So, migrating birds go from 
South America up through Cuba, the Ca- 
ribbean, up through North America, up to 
Canada. So why did this research, funded 
by the Army, release these lone star ticks? 
Well, it’s part of the mission. [They took] 
a tick that’s really aggressive and that can 
survive in cold and wet conditions. It can 
live under water for 80 days. It can live in 
a freezer for a year, reportedly. So, they 
would inject these ticks with diseases. 

At the beginning of this experiment, 
which was in the late 1960s, lone star ticks 
were only in the southern United States. 
Virginia is on the border of the south and 
the north. And so, they wanted to see how 
far those ticks would go if they were re- 
leased in the wild. They were made radio- 
active so the Army could trace them with 
Geiger counters to see how far they went. 
The problem is that just a year or two after 
these open-air experiments, uncontrolled 
lone star ticks were up in ... New York, 
New Jersey, and established colonies 
on Long Island. And the problem is that 
lone star ticks are much more aggressive 
than the deer ticks that were established 


in those areas. And they have rudimen- 
tary eyes, so they can stalk their prey, 
and they carry a really dangerous disease 
called Rocky Mountain spotted fever. And 
Rocky Mountain spotted fever was one of 
the organisms weaponized by the U.S. 
during the ’60s. So, all of a sudden, people 
on Long Island, off New York City, started 
getting sick with spotted fever and dying. 

I believe that was a huge driver of the 
epidemic that we’re suffering from now. 
Lyme disease outbreaks started in the late 
’60s and really flourished in the ’70s after 
DDT, the pesticide, was banned. So, I 
think all three of these things were clues 
that something unusual and man-made 
happened. And it started around Long Is- 
land, and Connecticut. 


How many people do you think 
were infected during that release in the 
late 1960s? 

Newby: There’s no way to tell. It was an 
emerging disease. In the late ’60s, there 
were three highly unusual tick-borne dis- 
eases that all of a sudden appeared at the 
mouth of the Connecticut River, right across 
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The mastermind: Willy Burgdorfer, the discoverer of Lyme disease, had researched the 


possibilities for turning fleas, ticks, and mosquitoes into bioweapons during the Cold War. He told 
Newby that besides the spirochete that he discovered, there were other organisms in ticks that 


could cause Lyme. 
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from the Plum Island Animal Research fa- 
cility that made anti-animal weapons. 


So, were [these ticks] supposed to 
infect animals first? 
Newby: Well, no. We don’t know where 
they came from, but there were three or- 
ganisms. One is babesia, which is a cattle- 
borne parasite that all of a sudden jumped 
over to men that could have come from 
Plum Island. Nobody knows. And then 
there’s the very deadly Rocky Mountain 
spotted fever [caused by rickettsia rickett- 
sii bacteria]. And then there’s the new one, 
what they called Lyme arthritis, which was 
caused by Borrelia burgdorferi, a spiro- 
chete. A version of it has been found in 
Europe forever. It creates an annular rash. 

So, the thing that was interesting is that 
Willy discovered Lyme disease, and all 
of the disease was blamed on this cork- 
screw spirochete, Borrelia burgdorferi. 
And later, what he told me was that there 
were other organisms in the tick that he 
felt could create this disease that we just 
labeled Lyme disease. 

And he was asked to cover up the one 
organism that’s a relative of the Rocky 
Mountain spotted fever, and it disappeared 
forever. So that’s what my book reveals: 
that the discoverer of the disease, the guy 
who has the most to lose because he was 
famous for this discovery, was told to 
cover something up about this discovery. 
So that’s highly suspicious. There are also 
these uncontrolled tick releases. I have 
evidence of one. There may be others, but 
all these documents have been destroyed 
or classified. They’re very hard to get to. 


Please tell us about the sources that 
you worked with. 
Newby: Well, the U.S. bioweapons pro- 
gram, which ran for 20 years [before it 
was canceled], went from the 1950s when 
they focused on stuffing these arthropods 
with diseases. And then they decided it 
was too hard to control two living organ- 
isms, the microbes and the bugs. So, they 
moved from rudimentary genetic engi- 
neering, and in the 1960s, [they started 
focusing on] mostly aerosolized germs, 
and they picked germs that could be mass 
produced in quantity. So, first of all, the 
program was ultra-secret. And in 1972, 
when the program was canceled, a lot of 
documents were torched, burned. But I 
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Running wild in America: The military released radioactive, infected lone star ticks in Virginia 
and on the Atlantic bird flyway to see how far they could travel. The problem was that these ticks 
were aggressive and, stuffed with numerous pathogens, were a likely cause of the outbreaks of 
Rocky Mountain spotted fever and Lyme arthritis in Long Island and Connecticut. 


was fortunate to interview Willy a couple 
of times, and he donated a bunch of his 
original lab notebooks and annual reports 
to Fort Detrick, along with letters that re- 
vealed the program. I got to look at those 
while I was writing the book before they 
were digitized. And so, I have a very good 
paper trail of the experiments that Willy 
did and how the development of these 
weapons progressed. 


TNA: Given the seriousness of the allega- 
tions in your book, have you received any 
direct response from government agencies 
or officials regarding the claims of a bug- 
borne bioweapons program and its con- 
nection to Lyme disease? 

Newby: So, the book came out in May of 
2019, and we kept it sort of under wraps 
until it was time to market it, just a few 
months before. And before people read 
it, they largely dismissed it as part of the 
fake-news milieu. And major media to- 
tally ghosted the book, as far as reviews 
go. Then Chris Smith, a congressman 
from New Jersey, read it. And he was in 
the middle of the DOD budget [debates]. 
He said, “This is a very critical, credible 
book. The allegations are serious. Because 
it affected so many civilians, we need to 
investigate the DOD, just like they inves- 
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tigated Agent Orange damage to soldiers 
and the SHAD [Shipboard Hazard and 
Defense] experiments.” So, then, the book 
became an international interest and sort 
of a laughingstock. The government was 
largely ignoring it. 

But then all of a sudden, a Washington 
Post op-ed from a tick-borne disease re- 
searcher at Tufts University came out, and 
it didn’t name the title of my book, but 
it linked to my marketing page. And so, 
it discredited all these things in the book. 
And later, I analyzed it, and there were 15 
lies, mistruths, or misdirections in it. 

And it just killed the sales of my book, 
and it killed a movie deal based on it, and 
it was dormant for a while. And lately, 
it has resurged in popularity because of 
the allegations of NIH involvement in 
the development of bioweapons in rela- 
tion to Covid. So, all of a sudden, like a 
threshold has been passed, maybe what 
this woman is saying is true. I had lay- 
ers of fact-checkers: credible citations, 
archives, eyewitnesses. It’s very credible. 
And I say exactly what I know and don’t 
know about the bioweapons program. For 
example, I don’t know exactly what the or- 
ganism is and where it was released. Willy 
said it was this rickettsia related to Rocky 
Mountain spotted fever. But I was hoping 
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INTERVIEW 


scientists would run with it. And I think 
that’s beginning to happen. But we’Il see. 


TNA: How have experts in entomology 
and related fields responded to the hy- 
potheses presented in your book? What 
kind of feedback have you received from 
the scientific community, and have you 
collaborated with any other scientists to 
validate your findings? 
Newby: Well, I don’t have a Ph.D. or M.D. 
degree. I don’t have a research bench at 
the university. So, I haven’t had a whole 
lot of people reach out to me except for the 
people in the Lyme community who have 
seen that something is wrong with the re- 
search in this field, like there’s something 
they’re hiding. But I certainly interviewed 
a lot of tick-borne disease researchers 
while I was researching the book. I went 
to the Rickettsia conference and talked to 
a lot of people. I talked to the people in 
the inner circle who published the discov- 
ery, and they fact-checked the chapters 
that were related to them. Now, going for- 
ward, I watched scientific literature, and I 
do believe there’s been a response from re- 
searchers who are interested in this space. 
So, two researchers from Rocky 
Mountain Lab all of a sudden genetically 
sequenced the pathogens in a bunch of 
ticks. And that was a step forward, be- 
cause, really, what they found out is that 
there are more pathogens in your aver- 
age tick than anybody expected. And an- 
other two researchers, [Ian] Lipkin and 
[Rafal] Tokarz at Columbia University, 
did the same. So, I’m almost certain that 
the Rocky Mountain Lab people did that 
sequencing based on my book. I don’t 
know about Columbia, but it’s a step for- 
ward because the thing about Lyme dis- 
ease is that it’s not just Borrelia burgdor- 
feri. Any given tick can transmit multiple 
pathogens, some of which can kill you 
in 14 days. So, I would say that in the 
beginning of Willy’s discovery, Borrelia 
burgdorferi bacteria was the fall guy. It 
was a distraction, so people wouldn’t 
look inside the ticks to see what else was 
there. And now they’re looking inside the 
ticks. So that’s a step forward. 


TNA: These scientists that looked inside 
the ticks and sequenced the pathogens that 
were inside of them, were they able to see 
whether these pathogens came from na- 
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ture, or were they genetically engineered 
like you’d expect a bioweapon to be? 
Newby: Let’s start with the Lyme disease 
bacteria. Willy Burgdorfer did not say 
that it was a bioweapon. But recent [re- 
search projects] like one in Utah and one 
in Canada have sequenced it, and they’ve 
written in peer-reviewed scientific papers 
that there’s something unusual about the 
evolution of the genome of this organism. 
They said it’s mysterious, there’s rapid 
evolution. You see those two words to- 
gether, and you wonder, “Was there human 
manipulation?” Now, we do know for 
sure, and this is in documents, that Willy 
was taking ticks and mixing viruses and 
bacteria inside the ticks, attaching them to 
furry little animals to see what combos of 
pathogens were deadly or incapacitating. 
When you combine a virus with a bacteria, 
there’s this thing called transfection, it’s 
crude genetic manipulation. And certainly, 
what he was doing was a crude gain-of- 
function [procedure] to create more resil- 
ient, virulent pathogens. There are docu- 
ments to that effect that are undeniable. 

I’m hoping that scientists pick up where 
the book left off, since I’m not a research- 
er. The thing I would hope they 
would look into is the genome of 
Borrelia burgdorferi to see if it has 
been manipulated by man. I hope 
they do that. And this is really im- 
portant because if an organism has 
been modified by man, either Covid 
or early burgdorferi, you treat that 
disease differently than the way it 
has traditionally been treated. And 
the main point of my book is, let’s 
look inside the ticks, find out what’s 
there, and let’s declassify the docu- 
ments that will tell us what ticks and 
what organisms were released in 
what areas so we know how to treat 
local disease. We don’t have to hire 
tick draggers with sheets on poles 
to cover the whole United States to 
figure this out. It’Il save research 
dollars, and it'll save lives. 


I get it. It was the Cold War, 
with intelligence and the military 


Bitten and uncanceled: Despite attempts 
to discredit it, Bitten has lately surged in 
popularity because of the allegations of 
NIH involvement in the development of 
bioweapons in relation to Covid. 
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wielding enormous power over life and 
death on this very planet. But releasing 
weaponized bugs or letting these bugs 
escape from the secret labs and infect 
Americans with new diseases that no- 
body knew how to diagnose, let alone 
treat, was beyond irresponsible to me. 
Were there any mechanisms put in place 
to ensure oversight and accountability for 
these bioweapons programs? 
Newby: Not in the Cold War. It was all 
compartmentalized, “need-to-know.” It 
was “the ends justify the means” for the 
Pentagon planners because of the com- 
munist threat. There have been attempts 
since the Cold War to put layers of security 
in place. But one thing that’s happened is 
that, especially after 9/11 and the anthrax 
attacks, there’s a record number of level 
3 and level 4 biolabs established in the 
United States and outside of the United 
States that are doing dangerous research. 
And some of them have spotty safety 
records, and it is impossible to have 
oversight in all those labs. So, the chanc- 
es of an accident go way up. Anyone 
who wants to be terrified should read Al- 
lison Young’s book Pandora’s Gamble, 


because she’s been covering for decades 
the proliferation of these bio-level labs. 
And then, I think again, we have this 
profiteering in the medical system where 
NIH is a partner with the vaccine devel- 
opers, and all of a sudden you can’t get 
a hold of the information on how much 
the NIH and CDC people have been paid 
by pharma to support a certain drug or 
vaccine or fast-track through the FDA 
process. 

So, we just desperately need transpar- 
ency so we can see where the conflicts are 
and pull those weeds out. 


In 1972, the United States signed 
the Biological Weapons Convention. 
There are various regulations and over- 
sight mechanisms in place to monitor and 
regulate research involving potentially 
dangerous pathogens to prevent accidents 
or intentional releases. Are we safer now? 
Newby: 1 don’t know. I don’t think so. 
I think the way we [and the world] han- 
dled the pandemic this time around was 
very similar to the way they handled it 
with Lyme disease, where they’re em- 
phasizing the vaccines and not the cures 
or early treatments. And preven- 
tion is a disaster. And I hope we 
learn from those mistakes. I per- 
sonally don’t feel safer because 
CRISPR, which is the cut-and- 
paste of genomes, is available to 
many, many more people. And it’s 
the ability to create Franken-germs 
and monster pandemics like never 
before. So, I do feel like we need 
more oversight, more transpar- 
ency, more regulations, and fewer 
level 4 biolabs. 


Are there any indications, or 

have you uncovered any evidence, 
that these labs are still operational 
and working on something like new 
germs? 
Newby: Not in America. I feel like 
they are honoring that [convention] 
in spirit. But once you have a flask 
of a bioweapon and you’re working 
on defense, which is called “dual 
use,” it’s relatively easy to switch 
to offensive. I feel like America is 
not doing that right now. But again, 
I have no security clearance, so I 
don’t know. Mf 
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THE POWER OF 
MORAL COURAGE 


by Rebecca Terrell 


“All that is necessary for the triumph 
of evil is that good men do nothing.” 


— Anonymous 

D Covid Christmas, when gov- 
ernment officials warned us 

to sequester ourselves from family 

and friends, and neighbors tattled on 

neighbors for noncompliance? 

If lockdowns taught us anything, 
it was the importance of sticking to- 
gether and finding strength in num- 
bers. Had enough of us refused the 
tyrannical dictates of those dark days, 
Deep State despots could never have 
labeled us nonessential, quarantined 
us from life and family, forced us to 
wear face diapers, crippled our econ- 
omy, and mandated death darts. 

Where were the leaders who 
should have rallied us to push back? Hours after the World 
Health Organization began the charade by declaring a pandemic 
in early March 2020, government officials imposed tyrannical 
lockdowns. Thousands of churches nationwide acquiesced, shut- 
ting their doors to worshipers. 

The near-unanimous decision of the country’s clerics sent a 
clear message, having little to do with Christ’s admonition in 
Saint Matthew’s gospel: “Fear ye not them that kill the body ... 
rather fear him that can destroy both soul and body in hell.” Nor 
had it any kinship with Saint Paul’s warning to the Ephesians that 
we are not wrestling “against flesh and blood ... but against the 
spirits of wickedness in the high places.” 

Instead, hiding behind the erroneous label of “unprecedented 


o you remember your first 


Rebecca Terrell is a senior editor of The New American. 
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times,” the shameful modern ecclesi- 
astic response stood in stark contrast 
to historical precedent set by our 
God-fearing forefathers. 

The year 590 A.D. provides a strik- 
ing analogy. Devastating floods and 
famine were ravaging Rome when a 
merciless plague hit the city. Death 
came within hours of infection, and 
even the pope succumbed. What did 
his successor, Gregory I, do? Did 
he cower in fear in closed quarters 
in the hope that things would soon 
return to normal? 

No! He ordered a public proces- 
sion to appease God’s just wrath, 
atoning for the sins that he said had 
called down these calamities on the 
people. Moreover, he ordered every- 
one to participate. Even those ill with 
the plague joined, without masks or 
“social distancing.” Saint Gregory of 
Tours, who wrote a detailed account 
of the event, tells us that some died in the streets. 

At the procession’s end, Pope Gregory said, God granted him 
an extraordinary vision: Saint Michael the Archangel, standing 
victoriously atop the pagan mausoleum of Hadrian, sheathing his 
sword, and by this signaling an end to the plague. The plague did 
end, and the Catholic Church transformed that place of death into 
the Castel Sant’ Angelo, erecting a statue of Saint Michael on its 
dome. It stands to this day giving endless thanks to God for the 
miracle He granted. 

Would that contemporary church leaders could boast such 
manly action, willing to ignore a scoffing world, to brave threats 
of an oppressive government, to lead their flocks in public acts 
of devotion and humility, acknowledging that God’s permissive 
will justly punishes sins and allows suffering to lovingly guide 
His children back to Himself. 


Saint Michael 
the Archangel 
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Instead, they adopted the 
worst possible policy: putting 
a mere germ before God, and 
caving in to godless dictates. 
In Dante’s Inferno, such moral 
cowards are confined in the ves- 
tibule of Hell, doomed to chase 
a wind-blown banner. Dante’s 
guide, Virgil, explains: 


Archbishop 
John Hughes 


This miserable way is taken by 
sorry souls of those who lived 
without disgrace and without 
praise. They now commingle 
with the coward angels, the 
company of those who were 
not rebels nor faithful to their 
God, but stood apart. The 
heavens, that their beauty not 
be lessened, have cast them 
out, nor will deep Hell receive 
them — even the wicked can- 
not glory in them. 


That passage spawned the apt 
quote (incorrectly attributed to 
Dante) that “the hottest places in 
Hell are reserved for those who in 
time of moral crisis preserve their 
neutrality.” 

But while they still walk the Earth, modern churchmen could 
save themselves from such ignominy by following the playbook 
of a predecessor, John Hughes, the first archbishop of New York. 
He earned the nickname “Dagger John,” no less from his fiery 
personality than from the cross that he drew whenever signing 
his name. 

His dogged disposition turned to advantage when anti-Cath- 
olic riots threatened his flock in the mid-1800s. The short-lived 
but formidable “Know Nothing” political party resented Catho- 
lic influence in politics and instigated criminal mobs to terrorize 
so-called papists. 

When Dagger John received word that a band of them was 
headed to New York from Philadelphia, where they had burned 
two churches and killed a dozen people, he rallied his parishioners 
and stationed them as armed guards at each parish. He then sent a 
letter to the New York mayor, a Know Nothing sympathizer, warn- 
ing him that if a single Catholic property were harmed, his men 
had orders to turn the city into “a second Moscow.” The reference 
recalled the 1812 near-complete burning of that Russian city dur- 
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ing Napoleon’s occupation, and 
the Know Nothings stood down. 

Aless-militant but equally pow- 
erful example of Christian clout 
was the National Legion of Decen- 
cy (NLD), a grassroots organiza- 
tion that, from the mid-1930s until 
the early 1960s, held sway over 
Hollywood by demanding that 
motion pictures follow a stringent 
moral code. Films condemned by 
the NLD were doomed to failure 
at the box office because Catholics 
and Protestants alike refused to pa- 
tronize them. 

Why have we capitulated? In 
return we are losing both culture 
and freedom, and gaining noth- 
ing. We are told that imposing 
our beliefs on others is intoler- 
ance. Meanwhile, we sacrifice 
ourselves and our children to 
the false religions of climate 
change, gender dysphoria, criti- 
cal race theory, and every other 
demonic inversion planned by 
our enemies to subvert the solid 
foundation of our society. We’re 
even handing over our God, al- 
lowing radicals to label the term 
“Christmas” as culturally insensitive and politically incorrect. 

To our detriment, we have forgotten the power of moral cour- 
age. Can we blame the enemy when it is we, ourselves, who are 
handing our freedoms over with barely a whimper? Is there no 
hill left worth dying on? 

History gives us a hint of the solution, for taken as a whole, it 
is nothing more than a series of repeated cycles: mankind’s sins 
punished by enslavement under an oppressive government, fol- 
lowed by salvific atonement. God always plays the primary role 
in restoring both spiritual and temporal well-being. 

In fact, God Himself provides the DIY formula for tak- 
ing our country back. In the Old Testament book of Second 
Chronicles, He advised King Solomon about what to do should 
He “send pestilence” (such as modern society’s plague of left- 
ist locusts). “And my people, upon whom my name is called, 
being converted, shall make supplication to me, and seek out 
my face, and do penance for their most wicked ways: then will 
I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sins and will heal 
their land.” 
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Ex-criminal Turned 
Good Samaritan 


When a Houston police officer was shot by 
a carjacking suspect during a shootout on 
November 11, an unlikely hero put himself 
in harm’s way to get the officer to safety. 

USA Today reported that ex-convict 
John Lally thought he was being pulled 
over when he heard sirens and saw a po- 
lice car in his rear-view mirror. He quickly 
realized the police vehicle was not target- 
ing him, but instead was involved in a 
chase on US 59 in Houston’s West Loop. 
The chase ended in a crash. 

“When I saw the car crash happen, I 
thought I was going to take somebody out 
of one of the cars,” Lally said. “It was like 
an explosion because there was so much 
noise and vehicles involved. I thought that 
was going to be the extent of it.” 

It turns out the crash was the stolen car 
hitting other vehicles, USA Today reported. 

Lally said he began recording the inci- 
dent to show his boss why he was going to 
be late for work. Then he heard shots fired. 
When Lally saw that Officer John Gibson 
was wounded, he immediately jumped 
into action. 

“As soon as I saw him get shot, I could 
immediately feel his pain,” he explained, 
having been shot in the leg himself. 

“That’s when I grabbed [him] by the 
vest and dragged him all the way back to 
my work truck,” Lally told Fox 26. He 
then sat with Officer Gibson and held 
his hand while other officers applied a 
tourniquet. 

Lally’s video, which has gone viral, 
captured the moment that he pulled Gib- 
son to safety as bullets continued to fly 
past them. 

“IT got you! Come on!” Lally yelled as 
he helped Gibson. “You’re OK, bro!” 

The Daily Mail reported that Lally has 
a long criminal history in Texas and Ten- 
nessee, with charges ranging from narcotic 
use and weapon possession to aggravated 
assault and theft. His most recent charge 
dates back more than two years. 

Lally later told KKTV that, despite his 
past, he respects police officers and would 
not hesitate to intervene again if the situa- 
tion called for it. 
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“T believe that we’re all here for a rea- 
son. I also believe that if you see some- 
body in dire need, it’s our job to help each 
other out,” he said. 

Houston Police Chief Troy Finner ap- 
plauded Lally’s actions and said the de- 
partment planned to formally thank him 
for his heroics. 

“People make mistakes, but a truly 
reformed individual is a person that we 
can use. He stepped up and other citizens 
stepped up, and I don’t want that to get 
lost,” Finner said. 


lowa Teen Grows 


Produce for Food Banks 


Calamus-Wheatland High School student 
Lauren Schroeder of Dixon, Iowa, has 
grown 7,000 pounds of produce and given 
it all away to food banks and nonprofit or- 
ganizations in the Quad Cities area over 
the last two years, since a pandemic-era 
community food drive underscored the 
need for more nourishing foods. Her goal 
is to donate 20,000 pounds of vegetables 
by the time she graduates in June 2025, 
KWQC reported. 

Schroeder couldn’t help but notice 
during the 2020 food drive that all of the 
donations were canned and nonperish- 
able items, and did not include any fresh 
produce. She made it her mission to grow 
food for people in need to ensure they 
were receiving healthier options. 

Her parents gifted her a half-acre of 
land, where she grew 7,000 pounds of 
vegetables with a market value of approxi- 
mately $15,000. Her mother, Katie, said 
Lauren was all-in on her mission, even 
studying agronomy and earning a small 
grant for supplies and seeds from Future 
Farmers of America. 

Her efforts paid off, as she was able to 
donate 15 different vegetables to organ- 
izations such as Community Action of 
Eastern Iowa, Lost Nation Food Pantry, 
and River Bend Food Bank, to name a 
few. 

Schroeder estimates she’s given more 
than 1,000 hours to her mission, and 
hopes to add another 1,000 before she 
graduates. 


THE GOODNESS OF AMERICA 


Love After Death 


New York City book publisher Casey Mc- 
Intyre died of ovarian cancer on Novem- 
ber 12, and her dying wish was to make 
a posthumous plea for her loved ones to 
honor her by raising enough money to 
erase millions of dollars in medical debt. 

McIntyre enlisted her husband’s help 
to post a social-media message following 
her passing to encourage her family and 
friends to help her fulfill her goal of buy- 
ing up the medical debt of others. 

Days after McIntyre’s death, her hus- 
band posted on X: “If you’re reading this, 
I have passed away.” 

Her posts included a link to a fundrais- 
ing campaign through the nonprofit group 
RIP Medical Debt, ABC 11 reported. RIP 
Medical Debt purchases medical debt 
from hospitals, healthcare providers, and 
the secondary debt market and bundles it 
for a fraction of its original value. Every 
dollar donated purchases approximately 
$100 in debt, the nonprofit explains. 

Within three days of posting, the cam- 
paign had raised $140,000, enough to 
purchase around $14 million in medical 
debt. By the following week, the cam- 
paign had raised more than $550,000, 
enough to pay off approximately $55 mil- 
lion in medical debt. 

According to MclIntyre’s widower, 
Gregory, Casey had excellent health in- 
surance and received her care through 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, 
but she was very aware that many people 
could not afford good cancer treatment. 

Casey and Gregory began planning for 
her memorial and fundraising campaign 
after she almost died in May, he told ABC 
11, after they saw a video featuring North 
Carolina churchgoers buying up $3 mil- 
lion in medical debt. 

“Casey was very, very sick at the end of 
her life, and she couldn’t finish everything 
she wanted to finish,’ Gregory said. “But I 
knew she wanted to do this memorial and 
debt jubilee. So I set that up and ... did it 
the way I thought she would have wanted.” 

RIP Medical Debt spokesman Daniel 
Lempert told ABC 11 that the organiza- 
tion had never had a campaign started 
posthumously. 

— Raven Clabough 
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SAINT NICHOLAS, BISHOP OF MYRA 


The real-life man who inspired the Santa Claus myth did far more than give gifts to 
children. He also serves as the patron saint for many modern-day Christians. 


by Fr. James Thornton 


— according to tradition, in the year 270 A.D. 

— of a wealthy family in the city of Patara, 
in a region of southwestern Asia Minor known as 
Lycia. Early in his life, upon the completion of his 
education, he was ordained to the priesthood. Upon 
the death of his parents, he set aside his patrimony 
and, over time, gave it away to the poor. That phil- 
anthropic disposition was most characteristic of him, 
the virtue of charity shining above all else during his 
life. In that regard, it is noted in some early Chris- 
tian writings, St. Nicholas considered himself not the 
owner of his inherited wealth, but the caretaker of 
that wealth, which, in his view, was intended by God 
for the poor. 

A well-known story tells of a man with three 
daughters who had no money to provide the dow- 
ries necessary in those days for a proper marriage. 
Thus, it seemed that the girls were doomed to a life 
of ignominy, of dishonor, more than likely of slavery, 
or even worse. However, St. Nicholas secretly pro- 
vided a bag of gold coins on three separate occasions, 
which the father used to guarantee good marriages for 
his three daughters. It is from that story, as well as 
other similar stories, that the saint is associated with 
the giving of gifts. 


S t. Nicholas was born late in the third century 


Bishop of Myra 

Early in the fourth century, St. Nicholas was elected 
bishop of Myra, an important seaport near his home 
town. The people of Myra were delighted with that 
choice, since previously the saint’s uncle had served 
as bishop there. St. Nicholas was therefore known 
to the faithful and recognized for his thoroughly up- 
standing life, honesty, decency, and piety. 

Not long after his enthronement as bishop, the 
Roman Emperor Diocletian ordered the suppression 
of Christianity throughout the empire. Thus began 
what is sometimes called the Great Persecution, 
in which huge numbers of Christians went to their 
deaths or suffered torture for the sake of their Chris- 
tian beliefs. It is noteworthy that this persecution was 
particularly harsh in the eastern half of the empire, 
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where the saint lived and where Diocle- 
tian’s subordinate, Galerius, ruled. Since 
Christian clergy, especially bishops, were 
prime targets, St. Nicholas was seized by 
the authorities and locked in a prison. 
We can say with certainty that he suf- 
fered serious privation there, since it was 
well known that Galerius enjoyed seeing 
Christian clergy insulted and humiliated. 
However, thanks be to God, the life of the 
saint was preserved. We next hear of St. 
Nicholas after Constantine’s accession to 
the imperial throne and his Edict of Tol- 
eration, which decreed the legalization of 
Christianity and its elevation to equality 
with the dominant state paganism. The 
saint was therefore liberated from prison 
and returned to his home in Myra, to the 
joy of its inhabitants. 

The teachings of an Alexandrian priest, 
Arius, became the focus of major con- 
troversy shortly after Constantine’s Edict 
of Toleration. Arius taught that Jesus 
Christ was not, with God the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, a member of an eternal 
Divine Trinity, but was rather a created 
being, created in time, rather like a mere 
prophet of God. In fact, Arius flatly de- 
nied the doctrine of the Trinity altogether. 
From a traditional Christian perspective, 
Arius’ theology was grossly heretical, 
creating major divisiveness within the 
church during that time. Consequently, in 
325 the emperor called together the First 
Ecumenical Council, known to history as 
the Council of Nicaea, in which the as- 
sembled bishops from throughout the em- 
pire were brought together to resolve the 
dispute and restore theological unanimity 
to the church. St. Nicholas was among the 
council’s 318 voting participants. 

Now it happens that Arius, who was in- 
deed a clever man, was particularly fond 
of spreading his untraditional views by 
means of simple rhymes set to the music 
of popular tunes of the day — soldiers’ 
and sailors’ songs, drinking songs, and 
the like. During the council, from time 
to time the delegates called upon Arius 
for clarifications of his position. He 
would sometimes answer by singing his 
propaganda tunes, the ones with which 
he had spread his notions far and wide. 
These songs caused outrage among all 
but a tiny handful of the delegates. To St. 
Nicholas, the singing was blasphemous 
and therefore so infuriating that, accord- 
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Gift giver: Portrayed here is St. Nicholas giving bags of gold coins to the daughters of an 
impoverished man. This serves as a basis for the story of Santa Claus giving gifts to children. 


ing to an ancient tradition, in answer to 
the insolent words, the bishop of Myra 
slapped Arius across the face, an act of 
indecorum for which the council tempo- 
rarily deprived St. Nicholas of his rank as 
bishop. Ultimately, however, the saint’s 
rank and his see were returned to him, 
particularly after the council condemned 
Arius and his opinions. 

Many Christians, though not all, be- 
lieve that God will perform miracles 
through the intercessions of saints who 
by their singular and unswerving de- 
votion to the teachings of Jesus Christ 
and to the Christian way of life become 
true friends of God. As a result, by the 
power of God Himself, people are helped 
through all sorts of misery and calamity 
by those intercessions. 

With respect to St. Nicholas, it is be- 
lieved that he helped those in difficult 
straits during his life in Myra, and has 
never ceased doing so, though almost 
1,700 years have passed since the time 
of his life. Let us consider some exam- 


ples. (Please remember that while some 
believe these to be folk tales or legends 
from long ago, others believe them to 
be stories of genuine miracles. In either 
case, to hear or read about them helps 
us to understand the phenomenon of the 
popularity in our own 21st century of this 
man who lived in the early centuries of 
the Christian Era.) 

When, at the time of his reign as bish- 
op of Myra, his city was afflicted with 
severe famine, a ship loaded with grain 
happened to be sailing nearby. Although 
the ship’s captain was intending to by- 
pass Myra, St. Nicholas miraculously ap- 
peared to him, telling him of the suffering 
of his flock from starvation and asking 
him to sail into the harbor of Myra. The 
captain obeyed the hierarch, and the city 
was saved. 

On another occasion, three soldiers 
were unjustly accused of plotting against 
the imperial government, a crime for 
which they were sentenced to death. But 
St. Nicholas appeared in a dream to the 
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emperor, who then ordered the matter in- 
vestigated more deeply. Discovering that 
the soldiers were innocent, the emperor 
had the charges dismissed and the sol- 
diers restored to their former positions in 
the military. 

There are many stories of St. Nicholas 
saving ships in distress, and of calming 
the violent winds at sea. In one of these 
stories, it is said that when the ship was 
endangered by gale-force winds, St 
Nicholas appeared at the helm and sailed 
the ship safely into harbor. On another oc- 
casion, when a passenger fell overboard 
into the sea and cried “St. Nicholas, help 
me!” the man instantaneously found him- 
self sitting at home, his family gathered 
all around him and astounded by his sud- 
den appearance out of thin air. 


Commemorations 

St. Nicholas died in the year 346. It is 
written that at his death the people of his 
city greatly lamented the loss of their 
much-loved pastor through whom they 
had received so many benefits and such 
wonderful guidance. He was buried in 


a tomb in his cathedral, which quickly 
became a place of pilgrimage. In 1087, 
the relics of the saint were stolen by Ve- 
netian sailors and taken from Myra in 
Asia Minor to Bari, a seaport in south- 
ern Italy, near the “heel” of the Italian 
“boot.” Therefore, at the present time, 
the saint is entombed in Bari in a crypt 
beneath the huge Basilica of St. Nicho- 
las, an edifice built just after the transfer- 
ence of the relics. 

Curiously, in 2009, a Turkish arche- 
ologist called upon his government to 
demand the return of the relics to Myra 
(now called “Demre”). Apparently, he 
believes that the return of the relics will 
increase the number of tourists to the city, 
which is already a popular place of pil- 
grimage for Christians. 

St. Nicholas is commemorated primar- 
ily on December 6, the day on which he 
died, but also on May 9, the day of the 
transference of his relics from Myra to 
Bari. There is no saint as widely honored 
as St. Nicholas. Thousands of churches 
around the world are named for him. 
The 11th edition of the Encyclopedia 


him to slap Arius across the face for helt heretical teachings about the Godhead. The scene 
is depicted here in a late-medieval Greek Orthodox fresco. 
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Britannica, published early in the 20th 
century, relates that there “are nearly 
400 churches in England dedicated to St. 
Nicholas.” Doubtless the number is still 
large, and similar numbers are repeated 
in many countries. In other words, his 
veneration remains tremendously wide- 
spread. For example, he is greatly ven- 
erated in Russia and Greece. In Russia, 
he is honored as the protector of crops. 
In Greece, he is the patron of the Greek 
navy. In Serbia, it is customary (as else- 
where) that each individual has a patron 
saint. However, in addition, each family 
has a separate patron. St. Nicholas is the 
most widely chosen family patron, and 
his day is celebrated as a festive occasion 
by those families. In the Netherlands and 
Belgium, St. Nicholas is celebrated in 
mid-November with a character named 
Sinterklaas, a man dressed in a bishop’s 
red robes and miter, who brings presents 
to good children. In the Czech Republic, 
Svaty Mikulds (St. Nicholas) brings gifts 
to children on the eve of St. Nicholas 
Day. 

His memory is celebrated as well in Ro- 
mania, Bulgaria, Italy, Ireland, England, 
Portugal, Germany, Spain, Albania, Slo- 
vakia, and elsewhere. There are special 
celebrations on his feast day in several lo- 
cations in the United States, especially in 
places with large concentrations of people 
of Dutch and German ancestry. And so we 
see that around the world, he is immensely 
esteemed. 

St. Nicholas is the patron of hundreds 
of cities around the world, including New 
York City, which, we remember, was 
founded by the Dutch, who have long 
had a special devotion to the saint. He is 
the patron of sailors and fishermen. He is 
the patron and protector of children. He 
is the patron of soldiers. He is the patron 
of prisoners and the unjustly condemned. 
He is the patron of bakers, butchers, and 
brewers; the patron of pawnbrokers, 
poets, and paupers; the patron of candle- 
makers, choristers, and clerks. He is, in- 
deed, the patron of more professions, oc- 
cupations, and categories of people than 
any other saint. 

St. Nicholas is truly the universal 
saint, a patron of all, and, even after so 
many centuries, still remembered for 
his lovingkindness, his wisdom, and his 
fearlessness. 
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SANTA CLAUS IN AMERICA 


The modern image of Santa Claus — which has in many ways taken the place of the true 
meaning of Christmas in pop culture — was established in the late 1800s. 
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by Steve Byas 


Christ, has given rise to a multitude of ancillary 

traditions, such as Christmas trees and gift-giv- 
ing, but perhaps no tradition is more pervasive in mod- 
ern America than the mythical figure of Santa Claus. 
Imagined as a jolly fat man with a flowing white beard 
in a heavy red suit, he is considered to have evolved 
from an historical figure, Saint Nicholas, whose habit 
of secret gift-giving gave rise to the traditional model of 
Santa Claus. Even today, Santa Claus is often referred 
to as Saint Nick. 

However, the story of Santa Claus as a man who 
lives at the North Pole but leaves every Christmas 
Eve on a flying sleigh pulled by reindeer to deliver 
presents to children all over the world is a fairly re- 
cent development. 

Many Christians are understandably nervous about 
the emphasis on Santa Claus at Christmastime, fearing 
that it replaces the “true meaning” of the season, which 
is aremembrance of the Incarnation of Christ, born of a 
Jewish virgin in a stable in Bethlehem. Others are reluc- 
tant to tell children that Santa Claus is real, as they see 
that as not being entirely truthful. 

The rise of Santa Claus as an American tradition 
is found in the increased emphasis on the Christmas 
holiday itself. Celebrating December 25 as a religious 
holiday was not common in Colonial America, largely 
due to the Puritan influence, as the holiday — Christ 
Mass — was regarded as a Catholic holy day. And 
even heavily Catholic countries concentrated more on 
church services. 

In Germany, in what was then known as the Holy 
Roman Empire, Germans put up “Christmas” trees and 
exchanged presents, but this tradition did not exist until 
the late 1700s in Europe, and only came to the United 
States in the 1830s. With the rise of German immigra- 
tion, however, in the years leading up to the Civil War, 
Christmas rose in popularity. 

Then, Clement Clarke Moore, a professor of Oriental 
and Greek literature at the General Theological Semi- 
nary (Episcopalian) in New York City, wrote a poem in 
1823 titled “A Visit from St. Nicholas.” It soon became 


C hristmas, the celebration of the birth of Jesus 
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better known by its opening line, “’Twas 
the Night Before Christmas,” and it was 
through this poem that the legend of Santa 
Claus as a man who delivered presents to 
children really took hold. 

Other elements associated with Santa 
Claus — which the poem describes as 
St. Nicholas — such as the sleigh and 
reindeer, a bag full of toys, coming down 
the chimney dressed in fur, and a white 
beard, were all introduced in Moore’s 
poem. One element that never really 
became widely associated with Santa 
Claus — and would certainly be “politi- 
cally incorrect” today — was that he was 
smoking a pipe. Moore did not describe 
his fur suit as red, but he did describe him 
as “chubby and plump.” 

In the January 1863 
Harper’s Weekly, a cartoon 
portrayed Santa visiting the 
Union Army. The artist, 
Thomas Nast, was of Ger- 
man ancestry. In the ensu- 
ing years, Nast’s cartoon 
drawings of Santa Claus 
began to fix in the Ameri- 
can mind the image we have 
of him to this day. Nast’s 
Santa was a jolly fat man 
with an enormous belly and 
a long white beard. 

Nast, a staunch Republi- 
can, also created the popular 
symbols of the Republican 
Party — an elephant — and 
the Democratic Party — a 
donkey (although previously 
the Whigs had referred to 
President Andrew Jackson, 
the first Democratic presi- 
dent, as a “jackass,” and 
Jackson proudly accepted the 
comparison). 

With Christmas trees, gift- 
giving, and Santa Claus, the 
secular elements of the holi- 
day merged with the Chris- 
tian, and Congress made 
Christmas a federal holiday 
in 1870. The Jewish “Feast 
of Lights” — Hanukkah — 
also made its contribution to 
Christmas traditions. 

By the end of the 1800s, 
Christmas and Santa Claus 
were both firmly established 
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as vital elements of American culture. 
On September 21, 1897, an editorial in 
the New York Sun by Francis Pharcellus 
Church was published, titled, “Is There 
a Santa Claus?” By this time, it had be- 
come a regular practice for adults to ad- 
monish children to “be good” so Santa 
Claus would reward them with toys under 
the Christmas tree. 

Dr. Philip O’Hanlon was asked by his 
eight-year-old daughter, Virginia, whether 
Santa Claus was a real person. This led to 
Virginia writing a letter to the Sun, asking 
them if Santa existed. The paper did not re- 
spond quickly, and Virginia forgot about it. 
About two months later, though, Church was 
assigned by the editor-in-chief, Edward Page 
Mitchell, to write a response, which he did. 
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Santa’s image: Thomas Nast, a partisan Republican cartoonist, did much to 
promote the idea of Santa Claus. In a cartoon for Harper's Weekly magazine, 
Nast had Santa paying a visit to the Union army during the Civil War. 


In examining a copy of little Virginia’s 
letter, one is struck by the excellent pen- 
manship and good sentence construction. 
“Dear Editor,” Virginia wrote, “I am eight 
years old. Some of my little friends say 
there is no Santa Claus. Papa says ‘If you 
see it in the Sun it’s so.’ Please tell me the 
truth, is there a Santa Claus?” 

Church responded, “Virginia, your 
little friends are wrong. They have been 
affected by the skepticism of a skepti- 
cal age.” Then, in the second paragraph, 
Church wrote, “Yes, Virginia, there is a 
Santa Claus,” which is one of the most 
famous lines of American history. “He 
exists as certainly as love and generos- 
ity and devotion exist.” (See the full re- 
sponse on the facing page.) 

Reprinted multiple times 
over the next few years, this 
letter solidified the tradition 
of Santa Claus in American 
life. Since its publication, 
many songs have added to 
the story of Santa Claus. “Ru- 
dolph the Red-Nosed Rein- 
deer” is one of the bestselling 
songs of all time, and made 
the singing cowboy, Gene 
Autry, a very wealthy man. 

One song even portrays 
Santa Claus as omniscient: 
“He knows when you’ve 
been sleeping, he knows 
when you’re awake, he 
knows when you’ve been 
bad or good.” 

Ronald Reagan even 
used that song in his bid to 
take the Republican Party 
nomination away from Ger- 
ald Ford in 1976, joking 
that Ford — who often an- 
nounced a new federal grant 
in a state where a primary 
contest was imminent — had 
replaced “Hail to the Chief!” 
with “Santa Claus Is Coming 
to Town!” 

In our time, shortly after 
Thanksgiving, Santa begins 
appearing in shopping malls 
and other stores, listening to 
the Christmas-gift wishes of 
little children. It is certainly 
hard to imagine Christmas 
without Santa Claus. i 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
mmm ee EEE 


“There Is No Way 
I’m Letting Them 
Inside the House” 


Inside Edition reported on November 
21 about a Los Angeles father who used 
his handgun to defend his family from 
a home invasion. Vince Ricci was in- 
terviewed by Inside Edition about the 
terrifying ordeal. He explained that he 
was returning home from the gym to 
his wife and five-month-old daughter 
around dinnertime when two masked 
men jumped him from behind. Ricci 
told Inside Edition, “I was like, there 
is no way I’m letting them inside the 
house.... I was walking in and my wife 
was about to have dinner. The only thing 
that went through my mind was protect- 
ing my kid.” 

The incident occurred in central Los 
Angeles in a gated community that has 
been experiencing an uptick in daytime 
robberies. Security cameras at the home 
captured the ordeal on video, and two 
masked men can be seen jumping a wall 
and running up behind the homeowner 
while he is unlocking his door. One of 
the burglars pointed a gun at Ricci, who 
threw his hot tea at the suspect and then 
drew his own handgun. The burglary 
suspect began running backwards while 
pointing his gun at Ricci and firing at 
him, and Ricci shot back. Both suspects 
fled the scene during the exchange of 
gunfire, and a neighbor called 911. Po- 
lice soon arrived, but the suspects were 
not apprehended. 

Unfortunately, in the process of the 
criminal investigation, the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff suspended Ricci’s con- 
cealed-weapons permit. Ricci told /nside 
Edition that he’s begging the authorities 
to restore his concealed-carry privileges, 
and his plea to the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff was, “From a father to a father, 
let me protect my family.” 


Self-defense or 
Cold-blooded Murder? 


The St. Louis Post-Dispatch reported on 
November 21 about a property manager 
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in St. Louis who shot an intruder and then 
found himself being charged with first- 
degree murder. The incident occurred 
around 3:00 a.m., when the property 
manager, 48-year-old Shane Richmond, 
was investigating a noise and discovered 
a broken window in one of the six apart- 
ments he manages. It should be noted that 
Richmond also lives in one of the apart- 
ments, which is a key factor in deter- 
mining whether this shooting would fall 
under the state’s Castle Doctrine. 

Richmond told police that he brought a 
shotgun with him to investigate the bro- 
ken window, and discovered an intruder 
in the apartment kneeling on the floor. 
Richmond confronted the man, who he 
said stood up with his hands in his pock- 
ets and started making “aggressive” com- 
ments. Richmond fired his shotgun, fa- 
tally wounding the suspect. 

Police soon arrived on the scene, and 
Richmond cooperated with authorities. 
As part of the investigation, police de- 
termined that the suspect was not armed. 
Based on that investigation, the local 
prosecutors charged Richmond with 
first-degree murder. Is Richmond now 
doomed to spend years in prison for his 
actions on that fateful night? 

Not so fast, says St. Louis Univer- 
sity School of Law Professor Anders 
Walker, who told KMOV.com that there 
is a strong argument that Richmond’s 
actions were a justified use of lethal 
force under the state’s Castle Doctrine. 
“If someone is in your apartment at 3:15 
a.m., rustling around, I think you have a 
reasonable fear they might harm you.... 
If you’re in your home, just having a 
stranger in there that could harm you in 
any way is grounds to shoot.” Professor 
Walker also clarified that it didn’t really 
matter that the deceased intruder wasn’t 
armed: “If it’s 3:15 a.m. in someone’s 
home or apartment, you don’t have to 
check for a weapon. What do you think 
they’re going to do?” After reviewing 
all the details, Walker concluded that 
the facts of the case make it “a rela- 
tively easy defense to me,” which raises 
a question as to why Richmond was 
charged in the first place. 

The Post-Dispatch reported some ad- 
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ditional details that might explain why 
prosecutors sought charges. First, there 
apparently was another witness at the 
scene who contradicted Richmond’s 
account and claimed that Richmond 
opened fire without warning. Police 
also say the gunshot wound was on the 
deceased intruder’s side, which, accord- 
ing to court documents, police felt in- 
dicated that he might have been facing 
away from Richmond at the time of the 
shooting. These additional facts still do 
not mean that Richmond has no chance 
of arguing self-defense. If the sole wit- 
ness is an accomplice to the intruder 
who was shot, her testimony might be 
easily impeached at trial, as she is not an 
unbiased observer and she was actively 
involved in the commission of a crime. 
In addition, forensic experts who inves- 
tigate the gunshot wound might have 
plausible explanations for why the entry 
wound was on the deceased suspect’s 
side instead of his front. Also, as Profes- 
sor Walker explained, under Missouri’s 
Castle Doctrine, there is a presump- 
tion that the shooting of an intruder in 
someone’s residence is justified unless 
prosecutors have evidence proving be- 
yond a reasonable doubt that the shoot- 
ing doesn’t meet the requisite criteria. 
Based on the details that have been re- 
ported, Richmond has a very strong case 
for self-defense. 


Female Rapper 
Proclaims Support for 
Second Amendment 


Fox News reported on November 15 
about an interview with rapper Azealia 
Banks in which she made multiple state- 
ments that could be considered surpris- 
ing coming from a hip-hop artist. The 
32-year-old Banks emphatically de- 
clared, “you absolutely need guns,” 
and boasted that she feels much safer 
in Miami, where she now lives, than 
she did back in Los Angeles, because 
in Florida, “everyone carries a gun.” 
Banks also confirmed she will be voting 
for Trump in 2024. 

— Patrick Krey 
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Counterattacking 
the Agenda 

of Social-justice 
Advocates 


by William P. Hoar 


Social Justice Fallacies, by Thomas Sow- 
ell, New York: Basic Books, 2023, 210 
pages, hardcover. 


ou know you’re in a cerebral en- 

Y counter when, right in the first 

sentence, French philosopher 

Rousseau throws a notional airball with 

his social-justice vision of equality, with 

everybody having equal chances, leading 
presumably to equal outcomes. 

Then almost immediately, in two swift 
paragraphs, there’s a dunk on the other 
end with a sports allusion that leaves Jean- 
Jacques with his posterized mouth agape. 
The shrewder author has driven to the 
goal with real facts, slamming claims that 
racism is universally to blame for group- 
performance disparities — by vividly 
pointing out that blacks are very overrep- 
resented in professional basketball, whites 
in professional tennis, and Hispanics in 
Major League Baseball. 

Zing. 

Granted, the scholarly author of the 
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book under review didn’t put matters ex- 
actly in this fashion, but that’s the gist — 
and we’re just calling ’em like we see ’em. 

Indeed, the author broadens his sports- 
related confrontations about group differ- 
ences by blasting what he terms “equal 
chance” fallacies in contests on the ice. 
Specifically, he alludes to the National 
Hockey League — noting that there are 
more hockey players from distant Sweden 
in the NHL than from California, even 
though the Golden State has nearly four 
times the population of Sweden. 


In short order, it’s game over. The los- 
ing social-justice advocates are left stand- 
ing still on their feet, or sneakers, looking 
like their vehicles (no doubt electric) have 
been repossessed. 

Don’t misunderstand. There’s plenty of 
erudite reasoning and clear language in 
this succinct volume, but it is thankfully 
terse when that is what is needed. If you 
want to dig into even more history, geog- 
raphy, philosophy, and free-market (and 
other types of) economics, there are almost 
60 pages of endnotes — including many 
references to some of the 50-odd books 
written by Dr. Thomas Sowell, the author 
of Social Justice Fallacies. Renowned 
economist and social commentator Sow- 
ell, now age 93, is a senior fellow at the 
Hoover Institution at Stanford University. 

And, yes, to emphasize his point, Sow- 
ell revisits a sports comparison not too 
long later, employing a typical media gripe 
about purported prejudicial statistical dif- 
ferences, as it appeared in an accusatory 
headline from a San Francisco newspaper: 
“Why are Black and Latino people still 
kept out of tech industry?” 

Sowell scores with a simple question of 
his own: “Are Asians ‘kept out’ of profes- 
sional basketball or Californians ‘kept out’ 
of the National Hockey League?” 

His opinions are inevitably buttressed 
by specific evidence, such as when Sowell 
observes that it is difficult to make the case 
— as do many social-justice advocates 
— that inequalities of outcome can auto- 
matically be blamed on discrimination by 
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Cultural differences or racism? Sowell points out that the overrepresentation of certain ethnic or 
racial groups in different sports is due to cultural and physical differences, not systemic racism. 


dominant majorities against subordinate 
minorities. He recalls, for example, how 
Turks were not the bankers and stockbro- 
kers when Turks ruled the Ottoman Em- 
pire (the capital assets of large industrial 
firms were largely owned by Greeks and 
Armenians). As is his wont, Sowell lays 
out more proofs, with copious footnotes, 
then comes to the point. As he writes, ra- 
cial or ethnic minorities 


who have owned or operated more 
than half of whole industries in par- 
ticular nations have included the Chi- 
nese in Malaysia, Germans in Brazil, 
Lebanese in West Africa, Jews in Po- 
land, Italians in Argentina, Indians 
in East Africa, Scots in Britain, Ibos 
in Nigeria, and Marwaris in India. 
[Each of these has its own footnote. ] 

By contrast, we can read reams of 
social justice literature without en- 
countering a single example of pro- 
portional representation of different 
groups in endeavors open to compe- 
tition — in any country in the world 
today, or at any time over thousands 
of years of recorded history. 


As Sowell demonstrates, an ounce of facts 


can be worth more than a ton of unground- 
ed arguments. 
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Assertions vs. Evidence 

In a strong section about racial falla- 
cies, the author does not attempt to argue 
against the charge that racial discrimina- 
tion has had a long, and often vile, his- 
tory. To do so would be foolish — and 
wrong. But Sowell makes distinctions 
about assertions being different from 
evidence. 

For example, the author asks if group 
income disparities — which have been 
evident for decades between black and 
white Americans — differ particularly 
from other groups in the United States (or 
among groups in other nations). Statistics 
show, he notes, that since 1947, the fami- 
ly-income disparity has not been as large 
as 2:1 among whites and blacks in any 
year. Rather than attributing this phenom- 
enon to “genetic determinism” — which 
progressives in the United States did bla- 
tantly in the last century — he cites facts 
of other groups. In the United States (with 
figures that come from the U.S. Census 
Bureau), Sowell looks at Asian groups 
such as those of Chinese, Japanese, In- 
dian, and Korean ancestry, and finds that 
those groups have “more than twice” (his 
emphasis) the median per-capita income 
of Mexican Americans. 

In addition, according to the official sta- 
tistics, these 
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Asian groups also have higher medi- 
an per capita incomes than the medi- 
an per capita income of white Ameri- 
cans. Asian Indians have nearly three 
times the median per capita income 
of Mexican Americans, and a median 
per capita income more than $15,000 
a year higher than the median per 
capita income of white Americans. 
Among full-time, year-round male 
workers, Asian Indian males earned 
over $39,000 more than white male 
full-time, year-round workers. [Em- 
phasis in original.] 


Is this, asks Sowell with a sardonic touch, 
“the ‘white supremacy’ we are so often 
warned about in some quarters?” 

In Social Justice Fallacies, we are re- 
minded about those who pushed genetic 
determinism and its offshoot, eugenics. 
The list is extensive. A prominent Harvard 
economics professor (Frank Taussig), for 
example, offered this about people he con- 
sidered inferior: If it were not feasible to 
“chloroform them once and for all,” then 
“at least they can be segregated, shut up 
in refuges and asylums, and prevented 
from propagating their kind.” Top univer- 
sity leaders in the United States, as well 
as organizations such as the American 
Economic Association and the American 
Sociological Association, were among 
the founders of such movements. Famed 
economist John Maynard Keynes was one 
of the founders of the eugenics society at 
Cambridge University in England. 

As Sowell emphasizes, those “who led 
the crusade for genetic determinism in the 
early twentieth century were not ill-edu- 
cated, lower-class people. They included 
some of the most intellectually prominent 
people of that era, on both sides of the At- 
lantic.” (Emphasis in original.) 

In the early part of the 20th century, 
Sowell goes on, “race was everything” 
when it came to describing group differ- 
ences in economic and social outcomes. 
By the end of the century, differences were 
largely said to be the result of “racism.” 
After noting some differences among so- 
called progressives over the years, Sowell 
also comments on similarities, especially 
when “dealing with empirical evidence.” 
Both generations “remained largely im- 
pervious to evidence or conclusions con- 
trary to their own beliefs.” 
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Abstract ideas, however, can 
play havoc with the real world. 
Many philosophers prefer the 
former realm. 

Sowell brings this home in 
his discussion of the U.S. hous- 
ing boom and bust early in this 
century — when a common left- 
wing grievance was that white 
and black mortgage applications 
had different rates of approval. 
(Why was this? Average credit 
rates were different.) Yet, po- 
litical and media pressure to “do 
something” was immense. The 
government responded. The “net 
result,” writes Sowell, 


was that it forced mortgage 
lenders to lower their lending 
standards. This made mortgage 
loans so risky that many peo- 
ple, including the author of this 
book, warned that the housing 
market could “collapse like a 
house of cards.” When it did, 
the whole economy collapsed. 


Also not surprising (at least to those with 
common sense): “Low-income blacks 
were among those who suffered.” 


Treating People as Chess Pieces 

Those who have previously read Sowell’s 
treatises will bump into a few familiar (and 
some lesser-known) names in his brief for 
those with different visions, such as Adam 
Smith, Edmund Burke, and Milton Fried- 
man. Let’s put them on one side; we’ll 
call them the “shirts.” On the other side 
are the “skins” — and Sowell effectively 
undresses them just as they have tried to 
skin us — figures such as British Fabian so- 
cialist George Bernard Shaw, 18th-century 
Marquis de Condorcet, and Professor John 
Rawls (author of A Theory of Justice, 1971, 
considered a social-justice classic). (We are 
reminded that Shaw considered the work- 
ing class as being among the “detestable” 
people who “have no right to live.’’) 

The name of one chapter (“Chess Pieces 
Fallacies”) comes from Adam Smith’s op- 
position to those who seem to imagine that 
they can “arrange the different members 
of a great society with as much ease as the 
hand arranges the different pieces upon a 
chess-board.” 
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Among the issues analyzed here are re- 
distribution of wealth, tax rates vs. tax rev- 
enues, price controls, the inflation “tax,” 
and minimum wages. After all, as Sowell 
puts it, the confiscation and redistribution 
of wealth “is at the heart of the social jus- 
tice agenda.” While “taxing the rich” usu- 
ally drives such proposals, those who are 
“rich” are not, as the author explains, inert 
chess pieces when it comes to raising rates 
or lowering revenues. The author refers 
to instances when higher taxes led to less 
revenue (in Maryland and Oregon, among 
other states) and times when corporate tax 
rates were reduced (such as in Iceland) and 
tax revenues actually tripled over a decade. 

Economics can be complicated. But 
Sowell tends to make matters easy to 
comprehend. He describes why pols like 
to pretend to offer something for nothing 
— only to find that inflationary price in- 
creases pay for this in a roundabout way. 
If readers wonder what’s really going on 
when Fed officials and abstruse financial 
commentators muddle around evasively 
about, say, QE2, here is Sowell’s straight- 
forward take: 


Politicians cover their tracks by call- 
ing the key mechanism — the Fed- 


eral Reserve’s creation of 
money to buy government 
bonds — by the obscure in- 
sider phrase, “quantitative 
easing,” instead of saying 
it in plain English that the 
government is producing 
more of its own money, in 
order to pay for things it is 
giving away “free.” Some- 
times a technical-sounding 
term — “QE2” — is used, 
to designate a second round 
of creating money. That 
sounds so much more im- 
pressive than simply saying 
“producing more money 
for politicians to spend.” 


Well, at least these progres- 
sives, social-justice activists, 
Marxists, and Fabian socialists 
are looking out for the little guy. 
Isn’t that true? 

Well, they undoubtedly want 
you to swallow that line, but 
Sowell knows better and lays it 
out candidly. Rousseau pushed for society 
to be guided by “the general masses,” but 
left details to the elite. And why not? After 
all, as you may not have read in class (but 
Sowell does recall), that French philoso- 
pher likened the masses to “a stupid pusil- 
lanimous invalid.” 

How about other collective champi- 
ons? Sowell has them covered in a chap- 
ter about “Knowledge Fallacies.” Here’s 
Karl Marx’s view from his own correspon- 
dence: “The working class is revolutionary 
or it is nothing.” In other words, as Sowell 
clarifies, “millions of fellow human be- 
ings mattered only if they carried out the 
Marxist vision.” 

Let’s be frank. A key problem with the 
economy is that nobody really in charge 
wants to economize. 


The New American 


Suppressing Alternative Views 

Making matters worse are the people who 
are making the decisions. This is an age- 
old issue, going back to (among others) 
William Godwin’s treatise in 1793 titled 
Enquiry Concerning Political Justice. 
Sowell digs deep for this, citing Godwin’s 
call for the “just views of society” in the 
minds “of the liberally educated and re- 
flecting members” of society that will en- 
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able them to be “to the people guides and 
instructors.” 

Our presumed betters on the Left want 
to be calling the shots for “society” to “ar- 
range” outcomes. This was, as we read 
in Social Justice Fallacies, the vision of 
John Rawls for social justice. That was 
“preceded by Progressive-era philosopher 
John Dewey’s similarly vague reference 
to ‘social control’ to replace ‘chaotic’ and 
narrowly ‘individualistic’ decisions in 
market economies. Before that, back to the 
eighteenth century, there was Rousseau’s 
vague ‘general will’ for making decisions 
for the sake of ‘the common good.’” 

Are you comfortable with that? Sowell 
clearly is not. He sees a threat of intrusive 
government when Rawls makes com- 
ments about things that “society” should 
“arrange.” Dr. Sowell rightly recognizes 
that “The innocent-sounding word ‘ar- 
range’ cannot be allowed to obscure those 
dangers. Interior decorators arrange. 
Governments compel. It is not a subtle 
distinction.” (Emphasis in original.) 

The author is also concerned that the 
“prevailing social vision does not have 
to produce any factual test, when rhetoric 
and repetition can be sufficient to accom- 
plish their aims.” 

Meanwhile, “alternative views can be 
ignored and/or suppressed.” As Sow- 
ell also acknowledges, “suppression” 
is already “a large and growing factor 
in academic, political and other institu- 
tions in our own times.” He is not ex- 
aggerating when recognizing that it is 
possible, “even in our most prestigious 
educational institutions at all levels, to 
go literally from kindergarten to a Ph.D. 
without ever having read a single article 
— much less a book — by someone who 
advocates free-market economies.” 

An even larger issue, in Sowell’s view, 
is why education has so often become in- 
doctrination. And for whose benefit? 

Readers will have to answer that for 
themselves. Should we be ruled by Rous- 
seau’s “general will,” and his call for abso- 
lute authority over the individual? We’ve 
faced this question before. Back in 1791, 
conservative Edmund Burke identified 
Rousseau as the touchstone of the French 
Revolution, even as he prophesied its worst 
excesses. Today, the elitists’ goals may not 
be expressed in French, but they come with 
a similar social-justice vision. il 
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The Dark Side of 
Transhumanism 


by Veronika Kyrylenko 


TRANSHUMANISM AND THE 
WAR AGAINST HUMANITY 


JOE ALLEN 
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Dark Aeon: Transhumanism and the 
War Against Humanity, by Joe Allen, 
New York: Skyhorse Publishing, 2023, 
504 pages, hardcover. 


ranshumanism is generally under- 
stood in terms offered by Klaus 
Schwab, the founder and chair- 
man of the World Economic Forum. 
Schwab proclaimed the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution would encompass “merg- 
ing the physical, digital and biological 
worlds,” creating “both huge promise and 
potential peril.” Don’t be fooled, warns 
Joe Allen: Transhumanism will turn life 
for all of us into hell on earth. 

The prefix trans is derived from a 
Latin word meaning “across,” “beyond,” 
or “through.” When added to a word, 
it often indicates movement or change 
from one state or place to another. Think 
transport, translation, transplant, and 
transgender. In this sense, transhuman- 
ism will, according to the global tech- 
nocratic elites, allow us to surpass our 
human limitations. 


Noting the “electro possession” of 
global political elites from Beijing to Sil- 
icon Valley and from Moscow to Davos, 
Allen maintains that “there are many pro- 
posals for a global trajectory, and count- 
less more on the local level, making any 
general sketch inadequate.” Yet, a keen 
observer notices “recurring themes ra- 
diating out of tech culture and the bio- 
medical establishment like gamma rays 
from a leaky reactor,” to include adoption 
of a technocratic worldview on the one 
hand and advancement of transhumanist 
technologies on the other. While the term 
“transhumanism” may not readily surface 
in political forums and tech conferences 
due to the stigma it has acquired over the 
past decades, Allen contends that it is, in 
fact, the most apt descriptor for the pre- 
vailing spirit of our era, and he provides 
a compelling rationale for this assertion. 

A remarkable and commendable as- 
pect of Allen’s new book, Dark Aeon: 
Transhumanism and the War Against 
Humanity, lies in its thorough explora- 
tion of transhumanism as a distinct mind- 
set that encompasses the philosophical, 
religious, and ideological orientations 
of both political and corporate elites 
as well as the general populace. This 
mindset fundamentally replaces the tra- 
ditional concept of a monotheistic deity 
with technology as the supreme power. 
As elucidated by Allen in an interview 
with The New American, transhumanism 
adopts key religious elements — the nar- 
rative of origins, the moral framework 
of good and evil, ideas about the end 
of the world, and the quest for salva- 
tion — and inserts technology into the 
spiritual void in a godless society. Con- 
sequently, the human soul shifts its ori- 
entation away from a transcendent God 
and toward worldly materialism. This 
perspective leads Allen to a pessimis- 
tic view of any transhumanist technol- 
ogy, which he considers a blasphemous 
abomination. That includes seemingly 
well-intentioned advancements such as 
brain chips promoted by, among others, 
Elon Musk’s Neuralink as a means for 
keeping up with, controlling, and, hope- 
fully, preventing ever-evolving artificial 
intelligence from going homicidal. 

Another belief common to technocratic 
elites is that the “masses are there for their 
use.” While it is true that, compared to 
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our Chinese counterparts, we Americans 
are free to “go where we want, say what 
we want, and arm ourselves with the latest 
weaponry,” “the pandemic response made 
[it] obvious [that] when public unrest 
threatens power, authorities will use any 
tool at their disposal to keep the rabble 
in line,” says Allen. It’s hard not to agree 
with his observation: Pandemic policies 
made the totalitarian inclinations of the 
Western political establishments crystal 
clear. In the blink of an eye, millions of 
employed Americans were deemed “non- 
essential workers”; those who refused 
irreversible medical interventions were 
excluded from the workforce, educa- 
tion, and other social spaces; and those 
who criticized this descent into totalitar- 
ian dystopia were banished from online 
public forums. Believing that these same 
elites will employ technological progress 
for purposes other than creating what 
Allen describes as an “electric antfarm” 
in which the masses would be “wired for 
control” and directed by algorithms is, 
at best, naive. Its infrastructure, for now, 
consists of smartphones, smartwatches, 
and smart homes; sophisticated methods 
of propaganda and censorship; social 
media, electric vehicles, AI chatbots, and 
digital currency; and various forms of sur- 
veillance that, as put by the World Eco- 
nomic Forum’s Yuval Noah Harari, now 
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go as far as getting under your skin. 

While it may sound far-fetched and 
unrealistic, the only conspiracy, as put 
in the book, is “the insistence on mak- 
ing science fiction a reality.” Truly, the 
chapters devoted to the examination of 
cutting-edge technologies read like sci- 
ence fiction and evoke a sense of unease, 
if not profound horror. 

A notable example is the creation of 
what Allen calls “designer babies.” Since 
1978, millions of couples struggling to 
conceive have turned to in vitro fertiliza- 
tion. Today, this can involve the produc- 
tion of multiple embryos that are pre- 
screened for chromosomal abnormalities 
and obvious biologic markers such as 
sex. Any embryos deemed defective or 
undesirable are tossed into a biohazard 
bin, resulting in “mass abortion before 
the children ever feel the warmth of the 
womb” — an evil, unspeakable deed in 
itself. As elaborated on in the book, such 
technology is rooted in eugenics, which, 
in turn, rests on the idea that civilization 
relaxed the selective pressure once put on 
humans by nature. As a result, the “unfit” 
could survive, passing their “defective” 
genes on to future generations and thus 
muddying the pool of “fit” bloodlines. 
But the “negative” eugenics of discard- 
ing undesirable embryos may soon be 
paired with “positive” eugenics that will 
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allow for altering the human genome to 
produce smarter, stronger, more beauti- 
ful humans — or monsters, as the conse- 
quences of messing with DNA, aka the 
“language of life,” can be unpredictable 
even by the most advanced AI. 

Nothing about this is “conspiratorial.” 
One of the actors pursuing “synthetic 
biology” is the Biden administration, 
which last year authorized $2 billion for 
the National Biotechnology and Bioman- 
ufacturing Initiative. “We need to devel- 
op genetic engineering technologies and 
techniques to be able to write circuitry 
for cells and predictably program biol- 
ogy in the same way in which we write 
software and program computers,” says 
Biden’s Executive Order 14081. 

Considering the brutality of evolu- 
tionary competition, the unmatched ef- 
fectiveness of “enhanced” humans and 
automated android workers run on AI 
threatens to turn “unenhanced” humans 
into “the useless class.” Dynamics of 
social eugenics will not be merciful to 
them, acknowledge transhumanist ideol- 
ogists and enablers. But does it mean that 
the post-human future is inevitable, and 
that one must “adapt” to survive, even if 
it means engaging in slavery and navigat- 
ing from one QR checkpoint to another? 

While some of the facets of techno-hell 
are already here, “godlike” AI and “hu- 
manity 2.0” — our merger with machines 
— have not yet materialized, “and may 
never be,” believes Allen. Averting this 
dystopian future envisioned and built for 
us by powerful elites will be challenging, 
he warns, describing “hard choices” that 
individuals, communities, societal insti- 
tutions, and governments will have to 
make. Regarding the latter, Allen correct- 
ly notes, “Never trust your government 
will protect you. Strengthen your own 
communities.” He also urges, “Learn the 
Bill of Rights. Learn American history.... 
Learn the Constitution.... Preserve what 
Republic we’ ve left.” 

This insightful conviction that our 
knowledge of the Constitution and our 
rights can shield us from the existen- 
tial threat of transhumanism, in which 
humans will no longer exist, highlights 
the enduring importance of preserving 
and actively carrying out the values and 
principles enshrined in our founding 
documents. Ml 
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How Long Will the 


by William S. Hahn, 
CEO of The John Birch Society 


n December 8-9, 
1958, The John 
Birch Society was 


founded by Robert Welch and 
those he had invited to listen 
to his two-day presentation in 
Indianapolis. 

A couple years prior, Welch 
had begun writing a publica- 
tion called One Man's Opinion 
that he sent to friends and ac- 
quaintances. According to the 
April 1956 issue, he put pen 
to paper on Christmas Eve, 
1955, to wish readers a Merry 
Christmas while also remind- 
ing them of the folly of turn- 
ing a blind eye to atrocities committed by communists and their 
supporters. 

He wrote, “The bells rang out at Christmas of 1945. But the 
feeling that peace and good will were dominant in the world 
was a horrible illusion. While we had the strength to preserve 
peace we had neither the honesty nor the courage nor the sense 
to appraise and squarely oppose the diabolical cunning which 
could circumvent that strength and so rapidly undermine it.” 

He provided example after example of how the United States 
and its allies “sacrificed every principle for which the war 
[World War II] had supposedly been fought,” leading to many 
communist advances after the war. 

He concluded, “This is where we stand, and how far the Com- 
munist flood has risen around us, in the little over ten years 
since August, 1945. Our defensive strength in proportion to the 
force of a known enemy, our moral leadership throughout the 
world, are no longer high and mighty forts standing on firm 
land. They are weakened, undermined, toppling structures, 
gradually sinking into a sticky morass where the footing grows 
less solid every day.... None of this is guesswork, none of it is 
even interpretation; it is all plain history, perfectly obvious and 
undisputable, if you will only look conscientiously for your- 
selves. And you can’t afford to remain blind any longer.” 

Through this lens of history, let’s examine where we are as 
of Christmas 2023. 
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Americans, led by elected 
officials, have largely sacri- 
ficed every principle for which 
the War for Independence had 
supposedly been fought. No 
longer are many of our gov- 
ernments instituted throughout 
the country protecting God- 
given rights. Life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness (prop- 
erty) are no longer unalienable. 
Many of the king’s abuses as 
listed in the Declaration of 
Independence have returned. 
Once free and independent 
states now largely embrace un- 
constitutional dictates and rev- 
enue spewed forth from central 
government. The self-reliance 
and self-responsibility of the 
typical rugged American individual from generations ago is 
difficult to find today. 

Americans as a whole cannot afford to remain blind. Men 
can never be both ignorant and free. And Welch would scold us 
for not remembering that the glorious vision we seek must be 
greater than the nightmare we must overcome. He suggested 
that both leaders and followers must have a positive dream 
that is more important as a hope than the negative nightmare 
is as a fear; that the promise of what we can build supplies 
more motivation than the terror of what we must destroy; and 
that this faith in the future is based on a deeper faith in eternal 
truths. The Founding Fathers would also remind us that course 
corrections are rarely made by the apathetic majority, but by 
an irate, tireless minority. 

May the Christmas bells toll loud and clear in 2023 and 
beyond, announcing our intent to replace ignorance with truth 
and wisdom, apathy with action, chaos with order, globalism 
with Americanism, and tyranny with freedom. In 2024, may 
you be motivated to join The John Birch Society and, as mem- 
bers, actively work in your communities to build a bulwark of 
freedom that stretches from sea to shining sea, one educated 
person at a time. Indeed, our mission of freedom and collec- 
tive will to succeed can and will overcome the darkness, with 
His guidance. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
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